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II.. MMaaggddeebbuurrgg::  CCiittyy  ooff  OOttttoo    

Magdeburg, the capital of Saxony-Anhalt, has a 1,200 year old history. Under the 
name “Magadoburg”, the city was mentioned for the first time in the year 805. Due to 
its strategic favorable location at the river Elbe, the city was already an important 
junction for military and commerce at that time. The name of the city can be also 
clearly detected in the symbolism of the coat of arms from the 13th century: a maid 
(Magd) on a castle (Burg). 

 The city´s landmark, however, is the cathedral, which is considered to be the 
first gothic building in Germany. The erection of the foundations was ordered by the 
first German emperor Otto I (912-973), who was also the founder of the Holy Roman 
Empire. At this time, Magdeburg was the flourishing center of entire Middle and 
Eastern Europe. Under Otto´s reign, Magdeburg became the home of an imperial 
palace and an archbishopric. He presented the city to his English wife Edith (910-946) 
as a dowry. After her death, Edith was entombed in Magdeburg´s monastery church, 
the later cathedral, where Otto was also laid to rest beside her almost 30 years later. 
 

  

   
Another famous person of the city is Otto von Guericke (1602 – 1686) who dis-

covered air pressure and proved it with the world-famous Magdeburg hemispheres. 
Von Guericke is considered a pioneer of experimental physics, not least because of 
his groundbreaking inventions of the air pump and the barometer. Von Guericke´s 
impact goes way beyond science though. Even as diplomat and politician, Magde-
burg´s son was of historic importance. In the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), the 
Protestant city won notoriety when in 1631 it was almost completely destroyed by the 
troops of the Catholic general Tilly. Two thirds of the population lost their lives. In 
1648, as mayor of Magdeburg, von Guericke took part in the negotiations for the 
Treaty of Westphalia, which heralded the end of the darkest chapter of the Early Mod-
ern Age in Europe. 

Magdeburg was almost completely destroyed a second time. Due to the strategic 
location at the river Elbe and its arms production, the city became the target of air 
raids by the Allied Forces in World War II (1939-1945). Before the war, Magdeburg had 
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developed into an important industrial city with the focus on heavy machinery con-
struction. The original cityscape with its countless churches and many magnificent 
baroque buildings was lost by the bombing. After the war, when Magdeburg became 
the district capital in the German Democratic Republic, numerous prefabricated-slab 
buildings typical for “Soviet architecture” emerged in the inner city. These buildings 
still predominate a large part of the city center. 

Since the reunification in 1990, Magdeburg has been the capital of the new fed-
eral state of Saxony-Anhalt. The City is perfectly connected to the rail network of 
Deutsche Bahn and to the motorway A2 and A14. Due to this convenient location, you 
can reach important cities and their air and seaports in all major directions within 
three hours maximum: Berlin, the German capital, as well as the cities of Halle, Leipzig, 
Dresden, Brunswick, Hanover, Bremen, and Hamburg. 

Magdeburg is a medium-sized city and has about 240,000 inhabitants. The city 
has a well-built public tram and bus network, which makes it possible to reach all 
destinations in the city quickly and easily. In addition, Magdeburg provides ideal op-
portunities for cyclists because almost the whole area of the city can be explored on 
an extended cycle path. 

With Otto von Guericke University (OVGU), founded in 1993, the University of 
Applied Sciences Magdeburg-Stendal as well as the Max-Planck-Institute for Dynam-
ics of Complex Technical Systems, Fraunhofer Institute for Factory Operation and Au-
tomation IFF, and Leibniz-Institute for Neurobiology Magdeburg offers excellent pos-
sibilities for research and innovation. 

Magdeburg is a modern city investing in its future. After the German reunifica-
tion, many new buildings have emerged in Magdeburg. The restoration of historical 
buildings has given the city a new character. The city has changed rapidly. 

Numerous parks and green areas are stretched throughout Magdeburg, one of 
the greenest cities in Germany. The best-known and most popular ones are the Rote-
horn Park on an island in the middle of the river Elbe and the Herrenkrug Park, which 
was designed at the beginning of the 19th century as a local holiday spot for the 
population. The park´s creator, the renowned landscape architect Peter Joseph Lenné 
(1779-1866), worked after the model of English landscape gardens. Immediately con-
nected to the park, is a horse racing track and a golf course, where several open-air 
events take place during the summer. The adjacent river Elbe and cycling paths offer 
additional ideal opportunities to explore and enjoy the vicinity. 

More information is available here: www.magdeburg.de  

11.. EEvveennttss  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

All year round, Magdeburg offers a variety of events and cultural highlights. Here is a 
small selection: 
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• CCaammppuuss  DDaayyss:: Information event for potential university students that lets 
you have a close encounter with Otto von Guericke University, University of 
Applied Science Magdeburg-Stendal and the city. (Date: Beginning of June) 

• FFêêttee  ddee  llaa  MMuussiiqquuee:: A variety of artists present their own music live on 
stages throughout the city. (Date: in June) 

• HHoocchhhhaauussllaauuff  ((SSkkyyssccrraappeerr  rruunn)):: Athletic competition for everyone who 
wants to climb up Campus Tower. (Date: in April) 

• IIrriisshh  FFoollkk  FFeessttiivvaall:: Artists from around the world perform Irish folk music 
live at FestungMark, a former Prussian fortress at the historic city wall. 
(Date: in April) 

• KKaaiisseerr--OOttttoo--FFeesstt  ((EEmmppeerroorr  OOttttoo  FFeessttiivvaall)):: In honor of the first Roman-Ger-
man emperor, Otto the Great, the city celebrates a medieval festival for a 
whole weekend in the Domviertel (cathedral district) with several hundred 
actors and artists. (Date: end of August) 

• LLaannggee  NNaacchhtt  ddeerr  WWiisssseennsscchhaafftt  ((LLoonngg  NNiigghhtt  ooff  SScciieennccee)):: Scientific institutions 
in the city present issues of science and research easily comprehensible 
well into the night. (Date: in the summer semester) 

• MMaaggddeebbuurrggeerr  FFiirrmmeennssttaaffffeellllaauuff  ((CCoommppaannyy  rreellaayy  rraaccee))::  a yearly event in the 
Elbauenpark where many teams from comanies in Magdeburg compete in a 
relay race. (Date: in July) 

• MMaaggddeebbuurrggeerr  DDoommffeessttssppiieellee  ((MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  CCaatthheeddrraall  FFeessttiivvaall)):: Various music 
and theater performances that take place in the cathedral for several days. 
(Date: in May) 

• MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  MMaarraatthhoonn:: Athletic competition of the marathon and half mara-
thon range for any interested runner or walker. (Date: in October) 

• NNeeww  OOrrlleeaannss  JJaazzzz  FFeessttiivvaall:: Music event at Herrenkrugpark with international 
distinguished Jazz artists. (Date: in June) 

• RRaatthhaauussffeesstt  ((TToowwnn  HHaallll  FFeessttiivvaall)):: Public fair at Alter Markt (old market 
square) on October 3, the Day of German Reunification. 

• RRoobbooCCuupp  GGeerrmmaann  OOppeenn:: International competition in the field of mobile ro-
botics, such as robots playing soccer, search and rescue robots as well as 
service robots. (Date: in April/May) 
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• SSppeeccttaaccuulluumm  MMaaggddeebbuurrggeennssee:: Medieval festival with knights, squires, dam-
sels, jugglers, minstrels, tradesmen and craftsmen for several days at 
FestungMark. (Date: Whitsun) 

• SSttaaddttffeesstt  ((CCiittyy  FFeessttiivvaall)):: Customarily at Whitsun, fair for the whole family 
along the shopping mile Breiter Weg. 

• TTeelleemmaannnn--FFeessttttaaggee  ((TTeelleemmaannnn  FFeessttiivvaall)):: Concert series in honor of the 
composer Georg Phillip Telemann (1681-1767) who was born in Magde-
burg. (Date: March) 

• WWeeiihhnnaacchhttssmmaarrkktt  ((CChhrriissttmmaass  MMaarrkkeett)):: During the Advent season, typical 
German Christmas market around the town hall and at Alter Markt (old 
market square) with fairy tale lane and historic Christmas attractions. (Date: 
advent time) 
 

22.. 66  RReeaassoonnss  ffoorr  PPuurrssuuiinngg  aa  DDooccttoorraall  DDeeggrreeee  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

OOppttiimmaall  SSiizzee  ooff  TToowwnn  

The capital of Saxony-Anhalt is rather convenient in terms of size: neither too 
big and, therefore, not anonymous so that you can‘t get lost, nor too small so that 
there’s always entertainment. The distances in the city are short - you can reach any 
destination quickly. With about 19,000 students at the university and the university of 
applied science there is an active student scene. 

AAffffoorrddaabbllee  

In Magdeburg, it can be studied inexpensively. The prices for accommodation 
and services in Saxony-Anhalt are relatively low in a nationwide comparison. By bike 
or with the cheap semester ticket one can be very mobile in Magdeburg. Additionally, 
there is a 160 Euro moving bonus for enrolled graduate students after the registration 
of primary residence in Magdeburg. You can find more information on the homepage 
of the Ottostadt Magdeburg. 

EExxcceelllleenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss  ffoorr  SSttuuddyyiinngg  aatt  OOVVGGUU  

The Otto von Guericke University offers excellent study conditions: renowned 
professors, an outstanding supervisory relationship, newest equipment, advanced li-
brary, short distances on campus, and strong support for postgraduates with families. 
The OVGU cooperates with many renowned research institutions and large enterprises 

Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

8 
 

and is therefore very practically orientated. Numerous sports facilities of the sports 
center may help you to not only keep the mind fit but also stay healthy. The university 
is also very international: approximately 28.5% of the students come from abroad. The 
ratio of international PhD-students is as high as around 39.5%. The Graduate Academy 
is your central service point: https://www.ga.ovgu.de/en/. 

NNaattuurraall  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  

Magdeburg is one of the greenest cities in Germany. Many parks, partially quite 
close to university and the bank of the river Elbe are very popular. Doing sports, having 
a barbecue, playing guitar or just resting in the sun and chatting - especially in the 
summer months - attracts everyone to the parks, the river or to one of the numerous 
lakes. 

FFaavvoorraabbllee  LLooccaattiioonn  

Magdeburg is very favorably located. Due to this convenient location, you can 
reach many places in Germany quickly and easily. That means you will have the best 
conditions to get to know the culture and history of Germany and to spend your leisure 
time in an interesting and varied way.  

NNiigghhtt  aanndd  CCuullttuurraall  LLiiffee  

You can find countless cafes and pubs at the Hasselbachplatz. These offers are 
not only on former industrial sites, at the old city walls or on the Elbe river bank - 
there are many opportunities to have a good time. Nonethless, Magdeburg also has a 
lot to offer in the field of art and culture: the Opera House, many theaters, cultural 
centers, cinemas and museums offer a wide range of events of all kinds. 

You can find an overview of current events in the free magazine Dates or on the 
homepage of the Magdeboogie. The magazine Ottokar mainly informs about events 
for families and children. 
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The OVGU cooperates with many renowned research institutions and large enterprises 

Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

8 
 

and is therefore very practically orientated. Numerous sports facilities of the sports 
center may help you to not only keep the mind fit but also stay healthy. The university 
is also very international: approximately 28.5% of the students come from abroad. The 
ratio of international PhD-students is as high as around 39.5%. The Graduate Academy 
is your central service point: https://www.ga.ovgu.de/en/. 

NNaattuurraall  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  

Magdeburg is one of the greenest cities in Germany. Many parks, partially quite 
close to university and the bank of the river Elbe are very popular. Doing sports, having 
a barbecue, playing guitar or just resting in the sun and chatting - especially in the 
summer months - attracts everyone to the parks, the river or to one of the numerous 
lakes. 

FFaavvoorraabbllee  LLooccaattiioonn  

Magdeburg is very favorably located. Due to this convenient location, you can 
reach many places in Germany quickly and easily. That means you will have the best 
conditions to get to know the culture and history of Germany and to spend your leisure 
time in an interesting and varied way.  

NNiigghhtt  aanndd  CCuullttuurraall  LLiiffee  

You can find countless cafes and pubs at the Hasselbachplatz. These offers are 
not only on former industrial sites, at the old city walls or on the Elbe river bank - 
there are many opportunities to have a good time. Nonethless, Magdeburg also has a 
lot to offer in the field of art and culture: the Opera House, many theaters, cultural 
centers, cinemas and museums offer a wide range of events of all kinds. 

You can find an overview of current events in the free magazine Dates or on the 
homepage of the Magdeboogie. The magazine Ottokar mainly informs about events 
for families and children. 

   



Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

9 
 

IIII.. OOttttoo  vvoonn  GGuueerriicckkee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

11.. AAbboouutt  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  

Welcome to Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg (OVGU). We are pleased that 
you are interested in pursuing or have decided to pursue a doctoral degree at OVGU. 
This brochure will help you manage all administrative matters to get admission as a 
doctoral student at Magdeburg University. In addition, you will get a lot of practical 
advice, which will make your life in Germany and particularly Magdeburg easier. 

 
The university is named after Otto von Guericke (1602 - 1686), a renowned son 

of Magdeburg. For his groundbreaking research on the vacuum, he is well-known far 
beyond Germany´s borders. OVGU was founded in 1993 and is thus one of the young-
est universities in Germany. It has evolved from the former Otto von Guericke Univer-
sity of Technology, the Teachers Training College and the Magdeburg Medical Acad-
emy. With nine faculties, the university has gained in importance as a notable institu-
tion of teaching and research. Approximately 13,143 students are enrolled at the mo-
ment. 3,756 of them are international students (in winter semester 2021/2022). From 
the roughly 653 doctoral students 258 students come from abroad, who primarily 
work and do research in the fields of engineering (Process and Systems Engineering, 
Electrical Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Information Technology, Mechanical 
Engineering) and natural sciences. 

With more than 100 study programs (Bachelor + Master), OVGU provides a range 
of education opportunities in different fields and different options of specialization. 
Correspondingly, there is a great variety of possible combinations among the faculties’ 
range of offerings. The favorable study conditions and facilities include modern la-
boratories and clinics with high-end computer technology. Conditions like an optimal 
ratio between teaching staff and students, a thorough technical education at a high 
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theoretical level, as well as proximity to practice, are advantages, which make studying 
at OVGU a multi-faceted and most rewarding experience.  

With performances by the university choir, theater projects by various institutes, 
student cabaret, exhibitions, guest lectures and the "Otto von Guericke Lectures," you 
can also experience a variety of cultural highlights at OVGU. 

22.. AAccaaddeemmiicc  SSyysstteemm  

The academic system is 
significant for those doctoral 
students who need to take ad-
ditional courses and exams or 
have to provide evidence of ac-
ademic achievements. 

An academic hour lasts 45 
minutes. Usually, lectures, sem-
inars, practical courses and tu-
torials are held in two consecu-
tive academic hours. 

At OVGU, an academic year 
is divided into two semesters: winter and summer semester. At the end of each se-
mester, the students are required to turn in papers or take written or oral exams for 
lecture courses. Some seminars may not have final examinations. 

Registration for the exams must be carried out in a specific period of time. You 
must adhere to these deadlines. We recommend reading the conditions of study and 
examination regulations carefully that are given out by the examination offices. We 
also suggest visiting the information events of the faculties at the beginning of your 
studies. 

The Graduate Academy offers many interesting courses that can support you in 
your development as a scientist during your doctorate. 
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33.. AAccaaddeemmiicc  CCaalleennddaarr  

WWiinntteerr  tteerrmm::    
OOccttoobbeerr  11  ––  MMaarrcchh  3311  

SSuummmmeerr  tteerrmm::  
AApprriill  11  ––  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  3300  

Classes start: Early October Classes start: Early April 
Classes conclude: End of January Classes conclude: Mid July 
Examination period: February Examination period: July  
Spring break: March Summer break: August –

September 

  

44.. FFaaccuullttiieess  

OVGU consists of 9 faculties (www.ovgu.de/en à University à Faculties): 

• CCoommppuutteerr  SScciieennccee  ((IINNFF))  https://www.inf.ovgu.de/en/ 

• EEccoonnoommiiccss  aanndd  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  ((WWWW))  https://www.fww.ovgu.de/en/ 

• EElleeccttrriiccaall  EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg  aanndd  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  ((EEIITT))  

https://www.eit.ovgu.de/en/ 

• HHuummaanniittiieess,,  SSoocciiaall  SScciieennccee  &&  EEdduuccaattiioonn  ((HHWW))  https://www.hw.ovgu.de/en/ 

• MMaatthheemmaattiiccss  ((MMAATTHH))  https://www.math.ovgu.de/en/ 

• MMeecchhaanniiccaall  EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg  ((MMBB))  https://www.fmb.ovgu.de/ 

• MMeeddiicciinnee  ((MMEEDD))  http://www.med.uni-magdeburg.de/en/ 

• NNaattuurraall  SScciieennccee  ((NNAATT))  https://www.fnw.ovgu.de/en/ 

• PPrroocceessss  aanndd  SSyysstteemmss  EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg  ((VVSSTT))  https://www.fvst.ovgu.de/en/ 

All faculties, except the Faculty of Medicine, are located on the campus “Universi-
tätsplatz”. The campus of the Faculty of Medicine is located at Leipziger Straße in the 
southern part of Magdeburg. 
You can find the guide „Campusfinder“ for your orientation on campus here:  
www.ovgu.de  à University à In Profile à Address and Arrival 

The Service for Information and Security is located in building 9 on the main 
campus.  
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IIIIII.. AAppppllyyiinngg  ffoorr  aa  DDooccttoorraall  PPrrooggrraamm  

The application for a doctoral degree is possible year-round with the exception 
of the application at the Faculty of Economics and Management. The following dead-
lines apply at the Faculty of Economics and Management: October 30 each year for the 
summer semester; April 30 each year for winter semester for the English-language 
PhD program. 

To be admitted to a doctoral program, it is required to provide evidence of a 
graduation from a German university which could be either a master’s degree, diploma 
or state examination. An equal degree from a recognized foreign university will be 
also accepted. Further requirements can be found in the regulations for doctoral pro-
grams of each faculty. 

To apply for a doctoral program, the following is usually requested: 
1. Applications for general admission as a doctoral student (only required from 

applicants with a foreign university degree or foreign citizenship), 
2. Application for admission, with note if enrolment is not desired, 
3. Registration as a doctoral student in accordance with the Higher Education 

Statistics Act (Hochschulstatistikgesetz, HSatG) 
4. Proof of successful university graduation in the form of officially certified 

copies of the grade report and graduation diploma as well as their certified 
translations, in case the documents are not submitted in German or English, 

5. Curriculum vitae in tabular form, 
6. Summary of previous academic achievements and explanations of the pre-

paratory work for the scientific project, 
7. Supervisory statement of a professor of Otto von Guericke University Mag-

deburg for the scientific project, 
8. In case of applicants from India, China or Vietnam an additional check, of the 

certificates of academic achievement needs to be asked for from the Aca-
demic Offices (Akademische Prüfstelle/APS) of the German Embassies in Pe-
king or Hanoi. Information can be found on the following web pages. 
• China: https://www.aps.org.cn/ 
• Vietnam: https://vietnam.diplo.de/vn-vi (Botschaft & Generalkonsulat à 

Deutsche Botschaft Hanoi à Akademische Prüfstelle (APS) in Vietnam) 
• Indien: https://aps-india.de/  

The candidate should be certain about the field of study in which they want to 
write their dissertation. This will mainly depend on the emphases in their preceding 
studies. After that, they should try to contact an academic supervisor who represents 
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the favored field of study in order to find out whether the lecturer is willing to super-
vise the dissertation. Professors are not obliged to admit an applicant, even if the 
candidate meets the requirements mentioned. To contact the relevant lecturer or to 
answer general questions, the speakers of each faculty’s dean will be available. Details 
about the contact person can be obtained online: www.ovgu.de à Study à After Grad-
uation à Matriculation for Doctoral Candidates. 

The information about the professors and their research profiles can be found 
at: www.ovgu.de àResearch à Research Profile à Professors. 

You should also consider looking for information at the Research Portal of Sax-
ony-Anhalt: https://forschung-sachsen-anhalt.de/ 

 
For general advice on pursuing a doctorate in Magdeburg, please contact the 

Graduate Academy, https://www.ga.ovgu.de/en/ 
Recommendations of the Graduate Academy on the supervision agreement in 

accordance with the Higher Education Act of the State of Saxony-Anhalt 
(“Hochschulgesetz LSA“) can be found at: www.grs.ovgu.de à Doctorate à Formal 
Issues @ OVGU à Supervision Agreement 

After the equivalence of your university degree is verified by the Department of Aca-
demic Affairs (Dezernat Studienangelegenheiten), the council of the relevant faculty 
decides on the admission of a doctoral student. The equivalence check for the Faculty 
of Medicine for Dr. med. and Dr. rer. medic. is done by the international office of the 
Faculty of Medicine. 
 

 DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  AAccaaddeemmiicc  AAffffaaiirrss  
((eexxcclluuddiinngg  MMEEDD))  

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  OOffffiiccee  ooff  tthhee  FFaaccuullttyy  
ooff  MMeeddiicciinnee  

Address: Frau Christin Lobe 
Otto-von-Guericke-Universität  
Dezernat Studienangelegenheiten 
Studierendensekretariat (Promo-
tion) 
Universitätsplatz 2 
building 06, Room 105 
39106 Magdeburg 

Frau Saskia Schulze 
Otto-von-Guericke-Universität 
Akademisches Auslandsamt 
Leipziger Str. 44  
building 02, Room 224 
39120 Magdeburg 
 

Phone: +49 (391) 67 52284 +49 (391) 67 15143 

Email: Christin.lobe@ovgu.de Saskia.schulze@med.ovgu.de 

aaa@med.ovgu.de 
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The time needed for the completion of a doctoral degree ranges — depending on the 
field of study and topic of the dissertation — from three to five years. 

The doctoral examination requirements consist of  
• the doctoral thesis (dissertation),  
• the public defense of the dissertation (disputation)  
• the publication of the dissertation.  

 

Doctoral students who are conducting a research stay at OVGU as part of a dissertation 
in their home country can also be enrolled.  

For the application to carry out a research stay, the following is usually required: 
1. Application for admission for a temporary research stay, 
2. Application for admission, if enrolment is desired, 
3. Registration as a doctoral student in accordance with the Higher Education 

Statistics Act (Hochschulstatistikgesetz, HSatG), 
4. Proof of successful completion of higher education in the form of officially 

certified copies of the certificates and the certificates of completion of higher 
education as well as their official translations, if the certificates and proofs 
are not submitted in German or English language, 

5. Curriculum vitae in tabular form, 
6. Presentation of previous scientific achievements and explanation of prelim-

inary work for the project, 
7. The declaration of willingness of a professor or of university or private lec-

turers of OVGU to take over the academic supervision. 
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Statistics Act (Hochschulstatistikgesetz, HSatG), 
4. Proof of successful completion of higher education in the form of officially 

certified copies of the certificates and the certificates of completion of higher 
education as well as their official translations, if the certificates and proofs 
are not submitted in German or English language, 

5. Curriculum vitae in tabular form, 
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7. The declaration of willingness of a professor or of university or private lec-
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IIVV.. FFuunnddiinngg  yyoouurr  DDooccttoorraall  SSttuuddiieess  

11.. OOVVGGUU  DDooccttoorraall  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  

Based on the Graduate Scholarship Act (GradFG) of the state of Saxony-Anhalt, 
OVGU annually allocates doctoral scholarships to particularly qualified doctoral stu-
dents. An application is only possible after successfully completing a relevant degree 
at a university. 

The following application documents have to be submitted to the office of the dean of 
the respective faculty: 

• An application for the doctoral scholarship. The form has to be requested 
from the Department of Academic Affairs (Dezernat Studienangelegenheiten) 
or it can be obtained online (in German only): www.ovgu.de à Studium à 
Abschluss und Karriere à Vom Master zur Promotion à Anträge 

• Curriculum vitae in tabular form, 
• Presentation of previous academic achievements and explanations of the 

preparatory work for the doctoral project, 
• Outline  in terms of content (content description of the project and the way 

of proceeding) and time (detailed schedule), 
• statement of a professor or lecturer of OVGU to supervise the scientific pro-

ject, 
• Report of the supervisor of the dissertation and an additional professor or 

lecturer on the existence of the qualified preconditions for the support of the 
applicant and the scientific importance of the research project, 

• Proof of income conditions (the calendar year of the application is determi-
native), 

• Proof of successful graduation from a university (officially certified copies of 
the grade report and degree diploma), 

• Check of the equivalence of the university degree by the Department of Ac-
ademic Affairs, 

• In case of applicants from India, China or Vietnam, an additional check of the 
certificates of academic achievement needs to be asked for from the Aca-
demic Offices (Akademische Prüfstelle/APS) in New Delhi, Beijing or Hanoi. 
Information can be found on the web pages of the German embassies in New 
Delhi, Beijing or Hanoi (see III.7.). 
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The allocation of the doctoral scholarships usually takes place twice a year, 
namelyon January 1 and July 1. To ensure a corresponding processing time, the ap-
plications for financial support have to be submitted with the complete application 
documents by:  

• October 15 for a support period from January 1 and 
• April 15 for support period from July 1 

to the relevant deans’ offices of the faculties. In addition, the application docu-
ments for points 1 to 7 have to be emailed as one PDF file (no individual files) to the 
Department of Academic Affairs (Promotion): christin.lobe@ovgu.de.  

22.. EExxcceerrppttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  GGrraadduuaattee  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  AAcctt  
    ((GGrraadduuiieerrtteennfföörrddeerruunnggssggeesseettzz  GGrraaddFFGG  ((AAuusszzüüggee))))11  

§2   Support of Doctoral Projects 
(1) Benefits can be received when showing a particular ability for scientific work 

by outstanding achievements in one’s studies and examinations, preparing 
for a doctoral program at a university in Saxony-Anhalt after graduation from 
a university and not having a doctoral degree. The scientific project is ex-
pected to be an important contribution to scientific research. The applicant 
has to be supervised by a professor of a university in Saxony-Anhalt who is 
authorized to be in charge of doctoral projects. 

 
§5   Kind and Scale of Support 

(1) The benefits are granted as subsidies. They are grants within the meaning of 
budgetary law. 

(2) The scholarship consists of  
1. basic amount and  
2. childcare supplement.  
The childcare bonus can only be granted once a month for each child. 
3. supplement for the severely disabled. 

(3) According to §10 section 1 of the decree, the scholarship is added to the 
income of the person who receives a scholarship and to that of his or her 
spouse or his or her registered cohabitee. 

(4) For the support of the doctoral project or the artistic developing project, 
special grants for material expenses (with the exception of printing costs) as 
well as travel expenses can be given, if these expenditures are necessary for 

 
1 Source: Gesetz zur Förderung des wissenschaftlichen und künstlerischen Nachwuchses: https://www.landes-
recht.sachsen-anhalt.de/bsst/document/jlr-GradFGSTrahmen 
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the preparation of the doctoral project or for carrying out the artistic devel-
oping project and paying the expenses cannot be demanded. 

(6) There is no claim to receiving payment. 
 
§6   Length of Support 

(1) As a rule, the scholarship should be applied for immediately after graduation 
from a university or a teacher training proceeding the graduation. The uni-
versity can defer the decision for a year at the most if the applicant should 
be given an opportunity to provide first research results for the better as-
sessment of the project. 

(2) The scholarship is granted for a period of up to three years. An extension up 
to another year can be made if 

1. such is necessary according to the theme and the layout of the project or 
2. the completion of the project itself 

a) for reasons for which the scholarship holder is not responsible, or 
b) delayed for other special reasons, for example because of an employment 
prohibition under the Maternity Protection Act or because of care for one or 
more children. 

Sentence 2 applies accordingly to scholarship holders with disabilities or chronic 
illnesses; they should be granted a disadvantage compensation. 

 
§7   Exclusion of Support in Case of Different Occupation 

A support according to this act is excluded  
1. During a training or a professional introduction, as long as this training is not 

solely interrupted for the purpose and length of the preparation for the doc-
toral project or of the carrying out the artistic developing project; 

2. During an occupation which exceeds the limit of 6 hours per week or 8 hours 
per week if the contentual reference to the scientific work is given. 

 
§9   Continuation of Project, Revocation of Support  

(1) The person who receives a scholarship reports to the university in intervals 
of every six months about the state of the project. The report has to be sub-
mitted via the supervising lecturer. 

(2) The university determines whether the person who receives the scholarship 
especially endeavors to the realization of the purpose of granting. If facts 
show that this is not the case, the university revokes the notification of ap-
proval with effect to the future. Were these facts already available in the pre-
ceding period of approval, the notification of approval of the relevant period 
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can also be retrospectively revoked; in this case, the benefits already granted 
have to be reimbursed.  

 

33.. FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSuuppppoorrtt  ffrroomm  DDAAAADD  

The German Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austausch-
dienst/DAAD) offers different scholarships to international doctoral students for a re-
search project at a German university. It is crucial, whether the applicant seeks to 
pursue his doctoral degree in his home country or in Germany. 

Depending on the research project and its planning, the period of support usually 
ranges from 1 to 3 months or several years. For a complete doctoral program in Ger-
many, the grant allows for up to three years. If international graduates still need to 
acquire the requirements for a doctoral program in Germany, the support can be ex-
tended for 1 year. The carrying out of the complete doctoral project will only be 
supported if there are particular reasons such as the lack of comparable possibilities 
for research and supervision in the home country. 

Apart from the monthly scholarship installment, which depends on the level of 
education of the applicant, the DAAD also pays travel and baggage expenses and a 
subsidy for health insurance. In case of a stay of more than 6 months, financial assis-
tance for studies and research and, if necessary, subsidies for rent and family will be 
granted. 

The allocation of a research scholarship is not age-restricted. Applicants who are 
already staying in Germany for more than 15 months at the time of the beginning of 
the scholarship cannot be taken into consideration. The application should be sub-
mitted in time, i.e. about 1 year before the beginning of the doctoral program. 

Further information concerning application requirements and documents as well 
as the necessary forms are available on the DAAD home page: www.daad.de/en/ à 
Study & research in Germany à Doing a PhD and Research in Germany à Doing your 
PhD in Germany à Finance your PhD. 

44.. OOtthheerr  MMeeaannss  ooff  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSuuppppoorrtt  

Apart from the above-mentioned possibilities of graduate grants, there are other 
ways to find a scholarship. The internet databases listed in the following offer a variety 
of financial support for PhD students. 

FFeeddeerraall  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  aanndd  RReesseeaarrcchh  ((BBuunnddeessmmiinniisstteerriiuumm  ffüürr  BBiilldduunngg  uunndd  FFoorr--
sscchhuunngg))  

• Stipendiumplus 
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• www.research-in-germany.de à PhD à Funding programmes 
 

GGeerrmmaann  RReesseeaarrcchh  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  ((DDeeuuttsscchhee  FFoorrsscchhuunnggssggeemmeeiinnsscchhaafftt))  
• www.dfg.de/en à Research Funding à Funding at a Glance 

 
FFuurrtthheerr  oonnlliinnee  ppllaattffoorrmmss::  

• www.e-fellows.net 
• www.mystipendium.de/ 

These and other links can be found at the webpage of the Graduate Academy 
(OVG GA): www.grs.ovgu.de/ à Doctorate à Your place for a doctorate à Scholarships 

55.. CCoonnttrraaccttss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  

Doctoral students can also finance their living with a job. Please note that the 
employment contract needs to be signed by an institute of the university, Max-Planck-
Institute for Dynamics of Complex Technical Systems, Fraunhofer Institute for Factory 
Operation and Automation IFF or another research institute.  

It should be noted that in this case, residence is granted based on §16b, §18b 
Residence Act (Aufenthaltsgesetz). As long as your primary aim of staying in Germany 
is your PhD, (§16b), your contract must have a line “die Gelegenheit zur Promotion 
wird gegeben” (has the opportunity to do a PhD) and the work has to be scientifically 
connected with the doctoral project. 

If you have come to Germany as a scientific employee or get a contract of em-
ployment after getting your Master degree, you can also get a permit of residence 
under §18b of the Act on the Residence. This gives you some benefits, e.g. you can 
get child benefit and have a possibility to apply for unemployment benefit I. This is 
also relevant for the Blue Card EU for highly qualified workers according to §18b par-
agraph 2 Residence Act. 

In all other cases, the regulations of the migration laws apply, i.e. you are allowed 
to work for 120 days or 240 half days per year only. Please check in advance, what 
regulations apply to you according to your visa/your scholarship. 

It is very important that you also inform the Foreigners' Registration Office when 
you complete or discontinue your doctoral project, because the residence title is linked 
to the doctoral degree. 
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VV.. OOrrggaanniizziinngg  YYoouurr  TTrraavveell  aanndd  SSttaayy  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

The following pages explain the 8 most important steps that have to be completed for 
a stay in Magdeburg. 

11.. VViissaass  

VViissaa  ffoorr  SSttuuddyy  PPuurrppoosseess  //  PPhhDD  PPuurrppoosseess  

In most cases, the only way to gain entrance to Germany to take part in a doctoral 
program is to get a student visa (for PhD purposes). If you enter Germany with a nor-
mal tourist visa or without a visa at all, the Foreigners Office will not issue you a res-
idence permit (for PhD purposes). 

EExxcceeppttiioonnss::  Citizens of the EU and of the EEA (Norway, Liechtenstein, Iceland) are 
allowed to enter Germany without a visa. After the entry, you must register at the 
Citizens’ Office. Citizens of Australia, Israel, Japan, Canada, the Republic of Korea, 
New Zealand and the USA can enter Germany without a visa as well. After your arrival, 
a residence permit for the purpose of study must be requested at the Foreigners’ Of-
fice in Germany. Furthermore, citizens of Andorra, Brazil, El Salvador, Honduras, Mon-
aco and San Marino can also enter without a visa as long as no gainful employment is 
taken up. 

You have to apply for a student visa (for PhD purposes) at the German Embassy 
in your home country. The letter of admission from Magdeburg University and proof 
of sufficient funds for financing at least 1 year of study in Germany (11,208 EUR per 
year in 2022), must be submitted with the visa application. Since the application pro-
cess may take 3 weeks to 3 months, we recommend that you submit your application 
to the German Embassy in your country as early as possible.  

The visa you get from the German Embassy is only valid for a limited period of 
time (usually for 3-6 months). Thus, it has to be changed into a residence permit for 
the full period of studies after you arrive in Magdeburg (see V.8.). 

SSttuuddeenntt  AApppplliiccaanntt  VViissaa  

If you have not been in contact with a German university from your country, the stu-
dent applicant visa grants you the opportunity to enter Germany without having for-
mally applied or having been admitted to an institution of higher education. The stay 
as an applicant is limited to a maximum of 9 months. In the German Embassy you will 
get a visa for 3 months. In Germany, this visa can be changed into a residence permit 
for application at the Foreigners’ Office for another 6 months. During this time, you 
can collect the information needed about studying in Germany and see that you meet 
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the requirements for getting admitted to the doctoral program. If you meet all re-
quirements, you will get a residence permit for the purpose of doctoral studies. Pre-
vious final degrees must be submitted to the German Embassy of your home country 
and funds of 10,332 EUR per year sufficient for 1 year must be proven if you apply for 
this visa. 

Further information regarding visas: www.daad.de/en à Study & research in Ger-
many à Plan your studies à Applying  

22.. AArrrriivvaall  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

AArrrriivvaall  bbyy  PPllaannee  

The closest international airports are in Frankfurt am Main, Berlin and Hamburg. The 
somewhat smaller airports of Leipzig and Hanover are also very conveniently located. 
From there, but also from all other German airports, you can reach Magdeburg con-
veniently by train or by bus. 

AArrrriivvaall  bbyy  TTrraaiinn  

With the train service of Deutsche Bahn, you can get to Magdeburg main train station 
(Hauptbahnhof) by Intercity IC/ICE (express train) or Regionalbahn RE/RB/Hex (non-
express train). Tickets can be purchased online before the journey. The purchased 
tickets must either be printed out before the journey begins or can be downloaded as 
a mobile ticket in the Deutsche Bahn app. Buying a Flexpreis ticket is worth consider-
ing. Flexpreis tickets are not tied to a specific train. They can be used on all trains on 
the booked route on the valid day. This is particularly practical if your flight to Ger-
many is delayed. If you plan to travel more frequently with Deutsche Bahn in the future, 
the BahnCard25 or BahnCard50 is also worth considering. These grant you either a 
25% or a 50% discount on your train journeys. However, the BahnCard is charged as a 
subscription (a one-off annual sum depending on the amount of the discount; the 
BahnCard is then valid for one year) and mmuusstt  aallssoo  bbee  ccaanncceelllleedd  aaggaaiinn. Further infor-
mation regarding timetables and fares can be found at: https://www.bahn.com/en 

AArrrriivvaall  bbyy  BBuuss  

If using the bus to Magdeburg, you will arrive at central bus station (Zentraler Omni-
busbahnhof/ZOB), which is located next to the main train station. Information on 
timetables and bus companies can be found on the Internet: 

 
• www.busliniensuche.de– intercity bus trips  
• https://global.flixbus.com/– intercity bus trips 
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• www.insa.de – regional transport in Saxony-Anhalt 
 

AArrrriivvaall  bbyy  CCaarrppooooll  
A carpooling service can also be used to travel to the city. This means that a person 
travelling by car who still has free seats in the car offers them online so that other 
people can travel with them. Offered routes can be viewed online at 
https://www.blablacar.de/. 
By the way: If you ever want to travel by car in Germany yourself, please bear in mind 
the legal traffic regulations and other important rules. You will find information on 
this on the following page: German Road Safety 
 

FFrroomm  tthhee  CCeennttrraall  TTrraaiinn  aanndd  BBuuss  SSttaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  

After arriving in Magdeburg by train, you have the possibility to go the university 
by tram or by taxi. The university’s main campus is only 25 minutes from the train 
station in walking distance. 

If you want to go by taxi, you can get one directly in front of the central station, 
or you call the taxi company under the phone number: +49 (391) 73 73 73  

You can also reach the main campus in 15 minutes by tram. The tram stop 
"Hauptbahnhof Ost" is located near the main station. To get to the main campus, take 
the tram to the stop "Universität". To get to the Medical Faculty campus, take tram line 
3 (direction Leipziger Chaussee) and line 9 (direction Reform) to the stop "Universi-
tätsklinikum". Use the page www.mvbnet.de for exact information. 

33.. PPeerrmmaanneenntt  RReessiiddeennccee  

In order to receive a residence permit for the purpose of taking part in a doctoral 
program, it is indispensable to have a permanent residence. There are different pos-
sibilities to find a permanent address: accommodation at a dormitory, leasing an 
apartment of a housing company or private landlord, by yourself or in an apartment-
sharing community. Advice concerning housing in Magdeburg can be found at VI.1 
(Accommodation).  

44.. CCoommppuullssoorryy  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn//RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  LLaaww  

International doctoral students whose residence in Magdeburg lasts more than 3 
months must register their residence at the Citizens’ Office (Bürgerbüro). For the 
registration, you will need your passport and tenancy contract and the landlord's con-
firmation of residence (Wohnungsgeberbescheinigung). 
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The registration must be carried out personally at the Citizens’ Office (Bür-
gerbüro) and should be concluded wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  22  wweeeekkss  aafftteerr  yyoouu  mmoovvee  iinnttoo  aa  ffllaatt 
in Magdeburg. If you move within Germany (even within the dormitory), you must in-
form the Citizens’ Office about your new address. If moving within Germany, the of-
ficial notification at the old place of residence is not necessary. 

There are several Citizens’ Offices in Magdeburg. RReeggiisstteerr  ffoorr  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  
oonnlliinnee  bbeeffoorree  yyoouurr  vviissiitt  ttoo  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiicceess. Opening hours for the  offices are: Mon-
day, Tuesday and Friday, 8 a.m. to noon, and Tuesday and Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5.30 
p.m. Bürgerbüro Mitte is open on Saturday from 8 – 12 a.m., but for visitors with 
appointment only. 

Further information regarding opening hours and appointment services are avail-
able on the Citizens’ Offices’ website: www.magdeburg.de à Bürger + Stadt à Ver-
waltung + Service à BürgerService. 

DDiirreeccttiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  CCiittiizzeennss’’  OOffffiicceess  bbyy  TTrraamm::  

• BürgerBüro Nord (Lübecker Str. 32): take tram line 1,8, 9, or 10 and get off 
at “Kastanienstraße”. 

• BürgerBüro Süd (Salbker Chaussee 67) take tram 9 and get off at „Bördepark-
Ost“. 

• BürgerBüro Mitte (Leiterstrasse 2a/Entrance in the middle of the pedestrian 
area opposite the youth hostel) take tram 1, 2, 5 or 9 and get off at „Leiter-
straße“. 
 

BBeeccoommee  aa  CCiittiizzeenn  ooff  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg::  ““CCaasshh  ffoorr  SSttaayy  aanndd  SSttuuddiieess””::  

Students, whose residence will last at least for 2 years, will be financially sup-
ported by the city of Magdeburg with €160. The first €70 will immediately be granted 
when registering the main place of residence in Magdeburg. The following payments 
of €50 and €40 will be made in yearly installments. The payments will only be made 
after the application. 

Please note that the advances paid have to be reimbursed if the main place of 
residence will be given up before the end of the supported period of time. Further 
information can be found online at www.magdeburg.de à Home à Study and Science 
à Studying in Magdeburg à Study at the university and receive money 

55.. OOppeenniinngg  aa  CCuurrrreenntt  BBaannkk  AAccccoouunntt  

In order to make bank transfers (rent, semester fees, health insurance) and to receive 
grants or money transferred from abroad, you need to open a current account at a 
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bank. For this, you need the letter of admission from the university, the receipt from 
the Citizens’ Office as well as your passport. The different banks offer various services 
at various prices; some offer free accounts for students. Therefore, it is a good idea 
to talk to experienced students or make a comparison of prices yourself before you 
choose your bank. 

Here are the addresses of some of the main banks in Magdeburg: 
• CCoommmmeerrzzbbaannkk  AAGG: Breiter Weg 200 
• DDeeuuttsscchhee  BBaannkk: Otto-von-Guericke-Str. 12 
• DDeeuuttsscchhee  PPoossttbbaannkk  AAGG: Breiter Weg 203 
• SSppaarrkkaassssee  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg: Alter Markt 12 
• TTaarrggoobbaannkk: Breiter Weg 23 
• VVoollkkssbbaannkk  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  eeGG: Breiter Weg 212 

Attention!  
• Many banks open an account only if you stay longer than 6 months in Ger-

many. 
• If you withdraw money from cash machines of another bank, extra service 

fees may apply. 
• If your giro card is ever stolen or lost, notify your responsible bank or the 

central blocking emergency number (telephone number: 116 116) immedi-
ately. You should then report the theft or loss to the police immediately. 
 

66.. HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraannccee  

For the length of your stay in Germany, you need to have a health insurance. Due to 
this, every international doctoral student has to become a member of a health insur-
ance provider. The choice — private or compulsory — is binding. Doctoral students 
can only become a member of a compulsory health insurance, if they can prove a 
preceding period of coverage (after their studies in Germany) or if they have a contract 
of employment. The membership fee for compulsory health insurances depends on 
the income. Both, employer and employee pay about half of the insurance. Doctoral 
students with a scholarship or who pay for their studies privately, pay for a “voluntary 
insurance which costs app. €200 per month, depending on public or private insurance 
membership. PPlleeaassee  nnoottee:: A voluntary membership requires previous insurance and a 
residence permit for at least 1 year and 1 day. 
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GGeerrmmaann  CCoommppuullssoorryy  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraanncceess  

AAllllggeemmeeiinnee  OOrrttsskkrraannkkeenn--
kkaassssee  ((AAOOKK))  
Lüneburger Str. 4 
Tel.: +49 (800) 226 57 
26 
www.aok.de  
service@san.aok.de 

BBaarrmmeerr  GGEEKK  
 
Breiter Weg 30 
Tel.: +49 (800) 333 10 
10 
www.barmer.de/en 
service@barmer-gek.de 

DDAAKK  
 
Erzbergerstr. 2 
Tel.: +49 (391) 66 247 
80 
www.dak.de  
service726300@dak.de 

IIKKKK  ggeessuunndd  pplluuss  
Otto-von-Guericke Str. 
88 
Tel.: +49 (391) 534 26 
40 
www.ikk-gesundplus.de  
info@ikk-gesundplus.de 

KKaauuffmmäännnniisscchhee  KKrraannkkeenn--
kkaassssee  ((KKKKHH))  
Breiter Weg 173 
Tel.: +49 (391) 597 
68920 
www.kkh.de/englisch 
service@KKH.epost.de 

TTeecchhnniikkeerr  KKrraannkkeennkkaassssee  
((TTKK))  
Olvenstedter Str. 66 
Tel.: +49 (800) 285 85 
85 
www.tk.de  
service@tk.de 

More information about the German health insurance system and further recom-
mendations are available here: www.academics.de/ratgeber/krankenversicherung-
akademiker. 

It is also possible to choose a private health insurance. Please note that private 
health insurances provide all services of basic medical care of which a member of a 
compulsory health insurance is allowed to take advantage according to §11 sec. 1–3 
of the Social Security Code V (Sozialgesetzbuch/SGB). This fact has to be explicitly 
confirmed by the private health insurances. Otherwise, there can be problems with the 
Foreigners’ Office.  

GGeerrmmaann  PPrriivvaattee  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurreerrss  

CCaarree  CCoonncceepptt  AAGG  
Postfach 30 02 62 
53182 Bonn 
Tel.: +49 (0)228 977 35 - 0 
www.care-concept.de  
info@care-concept.de 
 
OOttttoonnoovvaa  
https://www.ottonova.de/expats 
 

IINNTTEERR  VVeerrssiicchheerruunnggssggrruuppppee  
-Only for medical students up to 35 
years of age. 
-With application min. 2 years resi-
dence permit 
www.makler.inter.de  
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DDrr..  WWaalltteerr  GGmmbbHH  
Produkt: EDUCARE24 
www.dr-walter.com/en/  

WWüürrzzbbuurrggeerr  VVSS  AAGG  
www.wuerzburger.com  

 

In the Yellow Pages, you can find further private health insurance companies. 
 
Citizens from EU member states or other countries that have a corresponding 

agreement with Germany do not need to take out an additional health insurance in 
Germany. As far as you own the European health insurance card (EHIC), you can go 
directly to a physician. However, the EHIC covers only cases of illness (no medical 
checkups). 

 
Should special questions arise or particular requests be made to private health 

insurances, the following company can be contacted as well: 

CCoonnssuullttaannccyy  ffoorr  DDeettaaiilleedd  QQuueessttiioonnss  RReeggaarrddiinngg  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraannccee  

JJuunngghhaannnnss  CCoonnssuullttiinngg  GGmmbbHH  &&  
CCoo..  KKGG  
Kometenweg 69 
39118 Magdeburg 
Tel.: +49 (391) 620 11 81 
www.vsmakler-md.de  
firma@vsmakler-md.de 

This firm represents: 
• DKV VS AG,  
• Hanse Merkur Reiseversicherung AG 
• DKV Globality Health (Langzeitstu-

denten) 
Consultation:  
MMrrss..  BBööhhmmee g.boehme@vsmakler-md.de 

 

77.. EEnnrroollmmeenntt  aass  aa  DDooccttoorraall  SSttuuddeenntt  

The enrolment for a doctoral program should usually be made for 6 semesters, 
however, it can be extended to 12 semesters maximum. The enrolment takes place at 
the Department of Academic Affairs (Dezernat Studienangelegenheiten). Doctoral stu-
dents at the Faculty of Medicine need to contact Frau Sara Hlavacova. 

Every semester, students need to submit the form of confirmation of further 
studies. With this document, doctoral students and their supervisor confirm that the 
doctoral studies are extended. From the 7th semester onwards, an additional explan-
atory statement must be added. The form of proposition and further information is 
available here: www.ovgu.de à Study à After Graduation à Matriculation for Doctoral 
Candidates. 
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77.. EEnnrroollmmeenntt  aass  aa  DDooccttoorraall  SSttuuddeenntt  
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the Department of Academic Affairs (Dezernat Studienangelegenheiten). Doctoral stu-
dents at the Faculty of Medicine need to contact Frau Sara Hlavacova. 

Every semester, students need to submit the form of confirmation of further 
studies. With this document, doctoral students and their supervisor confirm that the 
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With the end of the 12th semester, doctoral students are automatically de-reg-
istered from the study program. Accordingly, the student status is lost and as a result, 
you lose the chance to take advantage of all discounts and permissions, e.g. stay in 
the dormitory of the Student Services. However, you may continue with the thesis. 

Enrolment is always voluntary (an exception is usually only the receipt of a schol-
arship). However, the advantages of enrolment are, for example, the low-cost use of 
public transport in Magdeburg (the fee for this is included in the semester fee) or the 
discounted use of the cafeteria services. 

For enrolment, you need to provide the following documents:  
1. Letter of admission from the university, 
2. Passport with valid visa (original and a copy), 
3. Requested officially certified copies of certificates according to the letter of 

acceptance, 
4. Proof of health insurance *1,  
5. Receipt of the payment of the semester fee,*2 
6. Passport photo, 
7. Enrolment application or registration as a doctoral student in accordance 

with the Higher Education Statistics Act (HStatG) (the registration application 
must always be submitted to the respective faculty, regardless of enrolment), 

8. Leaflet for Foreign Students. 
 

Please send the documents to: 
 
Otto-von-Guericke-Universität Magdeburg 
Dezernat Studienangelegenheiten 
z. Hd. Christin Lobe 
Postfach 4120 
39016 Magdeburg 

 

 DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  AAccaaddeemmiicc  AAffffaaiirrss  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  AAccaaddeemmiicc  AAffffaaiirrss  
aatt  tthhee  FFaaccuullttyy  ooff  MMeeddiicciinnee    

Address: Frau Christin Lobe 
Otto-von-Guericke-Universität  
Dezernat Studienangelegenheiten 
Studierendensekretariat 
Promotion/Graduiertenförderung 
Universitätsplatz 2 

Frau Sara Hlavacova 
Otto-von-Guericke-Universität 
Studiendekanat 
Leipziger Str. 44  
building 02, Room 226 
39120 Magdeburg 
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building 06m, Room 105 
39106 Magdeburg 

 

Phone: +49 (391) 67 52284 +49 (391) 67 15764 

Email: christin.lobe@ovgu.de studiendekanat@med.ovgu.de 

Office 
hours: 

Mon, Tue, Thu: 10.00-12.00  
Tue, Thu: 13.00 – 15.00  

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 10.00-
12.00  
Tue, Thur: 13.00 – 16.00  

 

**11  NNoottee  oonn  pprrooooff  ooff  hheeaalltthh  iinnssuurraannccee  
  

No later than the date on which you enrol, we require an electronic notification 
regarding your insurance status from your health insurance provider. 
Please contact your health insurance provider in this regard and provide them with our 
reference number H0001216 for the automatic exchange of data during the student 
enrolment process. Your health insurance provider will then send the necessary noti-
fication to Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg.  

It is also possible to submit a hard copy of the proof of private health insurance. 
  

**22  EExxppllaannaattiioonn  RReeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  SSeemmeesstteerr  FFeeee  

Before enrollment, a semester fee of €129.50 (winter term 2022/23) has to be 
paid. The fee includes the fee for the semester ticket. The semester ticket is printed 
on the student ID card and enables you to  use of trams, busses and ferries of Mag-
deburger Verkehrsbetriebe (MVB) for 6 months without additional costs. Additionally, 
the semester fee contains a contribution to the Student Council and a social contribu-
tion to the Student Services (Studentenwerk). 

The semester fee is usually deducted from your account by SEPA direct debit. You 
can find more information at: www.ovgu.de à Study à After Graduation à Matricu-
lation for Doctoral Candidates. Enrolment takes place via the myovgu portal.  Infor-
mation on the process can be found at: www.ovgu.de à Study à Organisation of Your 
Stay à Enrolment. However, re-registration via the portal is only possible during the 
re-registration period. After this period has expired, re-registration can only be made 
via bank transfer. In addition, a late fee will be charged. 
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UUnniiCCaarrdd  

During enrollment, every doctoral student 
gets the UniCard. This smart card is the stu-
dent ID and also the semester ticket which is 
valid for 1 semester.  

In addition, you need the UniCard for the fol-
lowing functions: 

• Library ID and key for library 
locker,  

• Cashless payment in the cafeteria (Mensa) and for copies at the university 
computer center, 

• Operation of washing machines and dryers in the dormitories of the Studen-
tenwerk.  

Addresses of the validation terminals for the student ID and further information 
are available here: www.ovgu.de à Study  à First-Year Orientation à First Steps à 
Unicard 

Tip: Many institutions (e.g. theaters, cinemas, museums, swimming pools etc.) 
offer student discounts. This means that students have to pay less than so-called full-
paying customers do. It is therefore important to carry your student ID with you at all 
times. 

RRee--rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  

It is necessary for every new semester to re-register within a specific period of time 
of the previous semester. With this, you inform OVGU that you will continue your doc-
toral studies in the next semester. The period of time for re-registration will be given 
with your enrolment documents.  

For re-registration from the 7th semester of studies on, you need to turn in the 
form “Bestätigung für die Rückmeldung als Doktorand*in” at Dezernat für 
Studienangelegenheiten, building 6, room 105. The form is available here: 
www.ovgu.de à Study à After Graduation à Matriculation for Doctoral Candidates. 

After submitting the form, you also have to re-register online independently by 
paying the semester fee via direct debit at the myovgu.ovgu.de portal. Here you can 
obtain information on your study progress and generate the required documents. 

If the transfer of the semester fee has not been made within the re-registration 
period, you have to pay late fees (€10.30 at the moment). Payment of the semester 
fee is then only possible via bank transfer. 

Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

30 
 

Only after these 2 steps, the enrollment documents can be downloaded from the 
LSF portal and the UniCard be updated at a validation station for the new semester. 

88.. RRiigghhtt  ooff  RReessiiddeennccee//LLeeggaall  RReegguullaattiioonnss  

Depending on the home country, different legal regulations apply to doctoral students 
from various countries. We differentiate between: 

1. Doctoral students from the EU, of the EEA and Switzerland (cf. information 
on freedom of movement), 

2. Doctoral students who require a visa for entry for study purposes/doctoral 
studies according to §16b or for research according to §18d Residence Act, 
and 

3. Doctoral students who can enter without a visa, as for example doctoral stu-
dents from Australia, Israel, Japan, Canada, the Republic of Korea, New Zea-
land and the USA (these can definitely enter without a visa), as well as citizens 
from Andorra, Brazil, El Salvador, Honduras, Monaco and San Marino (these 
can enter without a visa as long as no gainful employment is taken up). 
 

Doctoral students in the last 2 categories must apply for a residence permit for 
the purpose of their doctorate at the Foreigners' Office (Ausländerbehörde) at their 
place of residence. The application for the residence permit or the extension is cur-
rently only possible by by letter. After the documents submitted have been checked, 
you will be given an appointment to appear at the Foreigners' Office to submit your 
fingerprints and pay the fees. The Foreigners' Office in Magdeburg is located between 
Hasselbachplatz and Domplatz and can be reached by tram lines 2, 5, 9 and 10. The 
stop to get off is "Domplatz".  

 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  FFoorreeiiggnneerrss  OOffffiiccee  ((AAuusslläännddeerrbbeehhöörrddee))      

Address: BürgerService, Ausländerbehörde 
Breiter Weg 222 
39104 Magdeburg 

Phone: +49 (391) 115 (City Administration Hotline) 
+49 (391) 5404389 (not available during office hours!) 

Email: Studium-ausbildung@ewo.magdeburg.de (for stay on base of 
§16b Aufenthaltsgesetz) 
erwerbstaetigkeit@ewo.magdeburg.de (for stay on base of 
§18b Aufenthaltsgesetz) 
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Office hours: Mon, Fri:   8.00 – 12.00  

Tue:    8.00 – 12.00, 14.00 –17.00 
Wed, Thu: 8.00 – 12.00 

RReessiiddeennccee  PPeerrmmiitt  ffoorr  DDooccttoorraall  PPrrooggrraamm  

The residence permit has to be obtained after your arrival in Germany and 8 weeks 
before the expiration of the entrance visa or for the citizens who entered without a 
visa, before the end of the first 3 months. This should be done after completing the 
steps listed above (see points 1. to 7.) currently by email and in paper form.  

You have to bring the following documents in original and copy: 
• Passport with valid visa  
• Passport photo with biometric criteria (https://www.biometrisches-pass-

bild.net/), 
• Proof of enrolment and student ID (UniCard), or a writing from the univer-

sity’s International Office, 
• Proof of health insurance, 
• Proof of funds to finance your living for the first year, 
• Receipt of registration from the Citizens’ Office, 
• Tenancy agreement or tenancy certificate (the size of the flat or room must 

be stated), 
• Application for the granting of a residence permit, 
• Money for paying fees (also EC-cards are accepted): Initial application after 

entry from abroad = 100€, extension of residence permit = 93€ (this fee is 
waived for scholarship holders who are sponsored by a German university or 
scientific organisation) 

The application form for a residence permit can be found at the Foreigners’ Office 
or at the homepage of Magdeburg (in German): www.magdeburg.de à BürgerService 
à Formulardepot à Formulardepot Ausländerangelegenheiten à Antrag befristeter 
Aufenthaltstitel 

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  §§8822  sseecc..  11  AAuuffeenntthhGG  ((RReessiiddeennccee  AAcctt))  ffoorreeiiggnn--llaanngguuaaggee  ddooccuummeennttss  
((eexxcceepptt  ppaassssppoorrtt))  hhaavvee  ttoo  bbee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  iinn  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  aanndd  iinn  aa  GGeerrmmaann  ttrraannssllaattiioonn.. 
Documents like birth certificate, marriage certificate etc. have to be translated by a 
certified translator.  

After your arrival, the Citizens’ Office usually issues a residence permit for 1 year. 
The current fee for issuing the electronic residence permit (eAT) is €100. Students 
who are supported by a German university or scientific organizations (e.g. DAAD) with 
a scholarship are exempt from the fee.  
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The residence permit is given for a specific purpose (PhD studies) and is limited 
in time to the duration of the studies. After the first year, the Foreigners Office usually 
issues the residence permit for 2 years if the student confirms that they have sufficient 
financial resources. If the student enters with their family, appropriate financial re-
sources for all family members must be demonstrated. For doctoral students, the total 
length of stay is up to 10 years. Other study periods at German universities within the 
same stay in the country (the same visa) are credited.  

If you want to change either the university or the subject within the university, 
you have to inform the Foreigners Office early enough, i.e. before the change but no 
later than 2 weeks after the change.  

A residence permit for doctoral students is only valid for the doctoral study and 
does not give you permission to work in Germany. However, international doctoral 
students have the right to take up work for a maximum of 120 days or 240 half days 
per year without applying for an additional work permit. The doctoral student also has 
the right to work as a student in part-time work. A work period of up to 4 hours counts 
as a half day. A work permit can only be granted if you are able to provide a contract 
of employment as a research assistant (see V.1.). A Blue Card can be requested in the 
presence of a work contract (www.bamf.de/en à Topics à Migration and Residence 
à Immigrants from third countries à The information collection on migration à The 
EU Blue Card). Please ask for advice. 

PPrrooooff  ooff  FFuunnddss  

In order to get a visa and residence permit in Germany, you must document that you 
have sufficient funds to finance your living here. Currently, the minimum amounts to 
€934 per month or €11,208 per year.  

The following documents count as proof of sufficient funding: 
• Savings account with a blocking note, 
• Formal obligation with verification of financial standing according to §68 of 

the Residence Act for the whole study period, made by a third person before 
an authority for foreigners or a diplomatic representation, 

• Proof of a scholarship from an approved organization, 
• A bank guarantee, 
• Proof of income or assets of the parents (legal certification)*, 
• Contract of employment as research assistant at the university or a research 

institute. 

*If you want to prove your funds by income and assets of your parents, please 
make sure that the details can be verified in Germany. Contradictory statements will 
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• Savings account with a blocking note, 
• Formal obligation with verification of financial standing according to §68 of 

the Residence Act for the whole study period, made by a third person before 
an authority for foreigners or a diplomatic representation, 

• Proof of a scholarship from an approved organization, 
• A bank guarantee, 
• Proof of income or assets of the parents (legal certification)*, 
• Contract of employment as research assistant at the university or a research 

institute. 

*If you want to prove your funds by income and assets of your parents, please 
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be overruled. The Foreigners Office is not obligated to enquire about facts from abroad 
which concern the private circumstances of the doctoral student. 

As a doctoral student, you will need a sum of approximately €900 per month. It is 
based on the following expenses: 

• Dormitories or private accommodation: €250 – €350   
• Health insurance: ca. €110 – €250  
• Semester fee (once per semester): €129.90 
• Broadcasting license fee: €18.36 (www.rundfunkbeitrag.de → Other lan-

guages → English) 
• Further expenses for food, telecommunication, books, travel, clothing etc. 

SSttaayy  aanndd  RReessiiddeennccee  ooff  EEUU  CCiittiizzeennss  aanndd  CCiittiizzeennss  ffrroomm  EEEEAA  MMeemmbbeerrss  

EU citizens and citizens from EEA members (Norway, Liechtenstein, Iceland as 
well as Switzerland) can enter Germany without a visa and must register personally at 
the Citizens’ Office (Bürgerbüro).  

The following documents must be presented: 
• A valid identity document (passport or identity card) 
• A biometric photo 
• The landlord's confirmation of residence (“Wohnungsgeberbestätigung”) 

 
Further information and current news can be found online at www.magdeburg.de/en 
à Citizenportal à Migrants + refugees à Foreigners‘ Office and citizen office  
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VVII.. PPrraaccttiiccaall  TTiippss  

11.. AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn  

YYoouutthh  HHoosstteell  

If you have not been successful in finding a place to stay before your arrival in Mag-
deburg, it is possible to get accommodation at a fair price in the youth hostel. You will 
find it about a 5 minutes’ walk from the main train station. Lodging in a shared room 
currently costs €28.50 per night, including breakfast and sheets. Accommodation in 
a single room costs €40.50 per night. Additionally, you have to pay an annual member 
fee, which costs €7 for adults under 27 and €22.50 for adults over 27 years of age. If 
you show your letter of admission from OVGU, this annual fee will not be charged. 
Check-in is open 3 -10 p.m. If you arrive later than that, it is possible to arrange for 
check-in until midnight. Further information can be found at the following address: 
www.jugendherberge-magdeburg.de. 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  YYoouutthh  HHoosstteell  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

Address: Leiterstraße 10 
39104 Magdeburg 

Phone: +49 (391) 5321000 
Email: sachsen-anhalt@jugendherberge.de 
Online: https://www.jugendherberge.de/jugendherbergen/mag-

deburg-333/portraet/ 

  

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  GGuueesstt  RRoooomm    

OVGU´s guest floor can be an alternative to the youth hostel. This facility is located 
on the campus in building 18 at Universitätsplatz. The reception is located in building 
18, room 339. 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn    ooff  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  GGuueesstt  HHoouussee    

Consultation: Frau Birgit Beck 
Phone: +49 (391) 67 514 67 
Email: Birgit.beck@ovgu.de 
Office hours: Mon-Fri  07:30 - 15:30 
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Previously registered guests receive their room keys outside the office hours at 
building 9 (information and security office). A document of identification must be pro-
vided. Additional information can be found at www.ovgu.de à Campus and cityà Ac-
comodation à Guest Rooms at OVGU. 

DDoorrmmiittoorriieess  ooff  tthhee  SSttuuddeenntt  SSeerrvviicceess  ((SSttuuddeenntteennwweerrkk))  

Prospective international doctoral stu-
dents who wish to get a room in the dormi-
tories should apply with the Student Services 
(Studentenwerk) as early as possible. The 
application form for accommodation in a 
dormitory should be submitted with the help 
of the online form: www.studentenwerk-
magdeburg.de/en/ à Accommodation à 
Accommodation form. The application can 
be submitted to the Student Services as soon 
as the application for admission to a doctoral program at the university has been 
turned in. Admission to the university is required for a tenancy agreement.  

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSttuuddeenntt  SSeerrvviicceess’’  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn  

Address: FFoorr  vviissiittoorrss::  

Dorm (Wohnheim) 7, Room 

(Zimmer) 343 & 344 

J.-G.-Nathusius-Ring 5 

39106 Magdeburg 

PPoossttaall  aaddddrreessss::  

Studentenwerk Magdeburg 

Anstalt des öffentlichen 

Rechts 

Postfach 4053 

39015 Magdeburg 

Consultation: Frau Osterburg Frau Koitsch 
Phone: +49 (391) 67 11550 +49 (391) 67 11549 
Email vermietung2@studenten 

werk-magdeburg.de 
vermietung1@studenten 
werk-magdeburg.de 

Online: https://www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en/accommo-
dation/ 
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The number of rooms on campus is limited. Your application does not guarantee 
you a room. First-time applicants have the best chances to receive a place. Therefore, 
it is sensible to apply for a place in the dormitory as early as possible and if possible 
to arrive in Germany before the semester starts. 

The room equipment varies. The Student Services offer furnished and unfur-
nished rooms and apartments. The furnished rooms offer only minimal furniture. Pil-
lows and covers, bedsheets and dishes are not provided. 

The apartments or rooms of the Student Services are in close proximity to the 
campus. The room size ranges from 12 and 38 m². Depending on size and fittings, 
the rent varies between €200 and €300 per month. Furthermore, a security deposit of 
approximately €225 has to be paid upon signing the contract. 

RReecceeppttiioonn  aatt  tthhee  CCaarreettaakkeerrss‘‘  OOffffiiccee  

Keys to the dorm rooms are handed over by the caretakers. Make sure you arrive within 

office hours: 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCaarreettaakkeerrss    

Address: Dorm (Wohnheim) 7, Room 313, 314, 315, 346 

J.-G.-Nathusius-Ring 5 

39106 Magdeburg 

Office hours: Mon + Thu 13:00 – 14:00, Tue 16:00 – 18:00 
Online: www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en/ à Accommoda-

tion à Contact persons 

 
FFuurrtthheerr  AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn  oonn  CCaammppuuss  ((GGRRUUNNDDTTEECC))  

The company GRUNDTEC Bauregie GmbH provides further housing on campus in 
the Campus House (Ernst-Lehmann-Str. 2) and in the Campus Tower (Universi-
tätsplatz 1).  

For renting, a valid proof of studies, which has to be shown at the signing of the lease, 
is required, e.g. 

• Student ID-card, 
• Enrolment documents 
• Institute invitation etc. 
• In addition, a valid personal ID is required. 
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Both dormitories are newly refurbished and equipped with elevators. The rooms 
are fitted with a tiled bathroom, a kitchen unit (including e-hob, fridge, sink and wall 
cupboard), furniture, TV and wifi connection. However, the students have to care about 
dishes and linens by themselves.  

The size of the apartments and rooms ranges from 16 to 41 m². Depending on 
size and furnishings, the rent varies between €250 and €435 per month. Furthermore, 
a security deposit of €300 to €490 must be paid upon conclusion of the rental con-
tract. The price includes all additional costs incl. electricity, heating, water, and cable 
TV. Wifi charges are not included in the rent. Detailed information on the apartments 
can be found on the homepage. 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  GGRRUUNNDDTTEECC  

Address:  GRUNDTEC Bauregie GmbH 

Universitätsplatz 1 

39106 Magdeburg 

Office hours: March/April and September/October: Tue & Thu, 15 - 18  
all other months: Thu 15 - 18 Uhr 
Office hours take place on the second floor of the Campus 
Tower (Universitätsplatz 1)  

Online: www.studenten-wohnen.net/ 

 

PPrriivvaattee  AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn  

The Student Services Magdeburg (Studentenwerk) cooperate with other compa-
nies offering apartments and rooms in shared apartments. The current partners of the 
Student Services are available at www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en à Accom-
modation à Cooperation Partner. 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  HHoouussiinngg  AAssssoocciiaattiioonnss  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrggss  

Address: MMWWGG--WWoohhnnuunnggssggeennoosssseenn--
sscchhaafftt  eeGG  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

Letzlinger Straße 5 
39106 Magdeburg 

WWoohhnnuunnggssbbaauuggeesseellllsscchhaafftt    
MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  mmbbHH  ((WWOOBBAAUU))  

Breiter Weg 117 

39104 Magdeburg 

Phone: +49 (391) 5698-444 +49 (391) 6104444 

Email: kontakt@MWG-Wohnen.de info@wobau-magdeburg.de 

Online: www.mwg-wohnen.de/ www.wobau-magdeburg.de/ 
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You can also check out the private market in your search for housing, e.g in the 
local newspaper “Magdeburger Volksstimme” or at the online apartment search plat-
form (in German):  

• www.immobilienscout24.de   
• www.wg-gesucht.de  

Another possibility to find accommodation is posting an ad yourself, either in the 
newspaper or at one of the info boards on campus (e.g. in the library and in the can-
teen). It is also possible to get together with other students and start a “WG” (Wohnge-
meinschaft).This means you share an apartment with others in one of Magdeburg´s 
popular quarters.  

At the beginning of each semester (March-April and September-October), stu-
dent assistants support international students with their search for accommodation. 
You may contact the coordinator of international affairs for this matter via email      
(wohnung@studentenwerk-magdeburg-de).  

Furthermore, rooms and apartments are regularly offered in the Facebook 
group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/student.accommodation.magdeburg/ 

TTeennaannccyy  AAggrreeeemmeenntt  ((MMiieettvveerrttrraagg))  

When renting an apartment, you get a tenancy agreement (Mietvertrag). It contains 
specific information about the apartment (e.g. renting expenses, the size of the apart-
ment, room quantity). The lease also determines the rights and obligations of the ten-
ant and the landlord (period of notice, pets allowed etc.). By signing it, both sides 
agree to the contract terms. Most landlords insist that you have a (German) current 
bank account (Girokonto). The rent is then automatically withdrawn from your account 
every month. We recommend you to document all defects in the apartment precisely 
and report them in writing to the landlord as soon as possible (preferably before sign-
ing the contract).  

RReennttaall  RRaattee  

Rent (Miete) is the amount paid to the landlord every month. The amount of money, 
received by a landlord for the permission to live in his apartment, is called basic or 
cold rate (Kaltmiete). In addition to “Kaltmiete,” there are utilities (Nebenkosten or 
Betriebskosten) which are charged for garbage collection, street and house cleaning, 
heating, and water. 

“Kaltmiete” plus “Nebenkosten” amount to “Warmmiete” (warm rent). Some of the 
additional charges depend on personal usage such as heating. The others depend on 
the size of the apartment. Electricity, telephone/Wifi and gas are normally not supplied 
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not by the landlord, but directly from local providers (e.g. SWM (Städtische Werke 
Magdeburg) provides electricity and gas). Contracts are signed directly with the indi-
vidual company. 

Usually, you will pay a monthly fixed amount for utilities (gas, electricity, hot 
water). At the end of the year, you will receive an exact statement of all utilities you 
used (Betriebskostenabrechnung). If you paid more upfront than you used, you will 
get back the difference in payment. If you used more than you paid for, you must 
settle the amount due without argument. . You normally get the “Betriebskostena-
brechnung” not for the current year, but the previous one (e.g. in October 2022 you 
will get the bill for the year 2021). Hence, it is important to leave your new address 
for the landlord if you move out. 

Usually, the rent in the dormitory is “Pauschalmiete”. It’s a warm rent that com-
prises all extra charges, including electricity. 

Tips on the subject “Cost savings of water/electricity/heating” can be found here: 
www.verbraucherzentrale.de, www.mieterbund.de (in German), www.stromspar-
check.de/en/english. 

DDeeppoossiitt  

Often, the tenant has to pay a security deposit (Kaution) to the landlord. The amount 
of the deposit is usually 1 or 2 months the rate of cold rent. It may not exceed 3 cold 
rates. The landlord has to deposit the money in a bank account with interest. The 
tenant receives the deposit plus interest after moving out of the apartment as long as 
the terms of the tenancy agreement are upheld. However, the landlord is allowed to 
deduct money from the deposit to pay for any repairs to the apartment. The tenant 
has to be informed about this in written form with a listing of all ascertained defects. 

CCaarreettaakkeerr  ((HHaauussmmeeiisstteerr)),,  HHoouussee  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  ((HHaauussvveerrwwaallttuunngg))  

In houses with a number of tenants, there is usually a “house management”, “janitor” 
and/or “caretaker”. A caretaker and the house management are responsible for or-
ganizational matters and repairs within the house or the apartments. 
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TTeerrmmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  TTeennaannccyy  AAggrreeeemmeenntt  aanndd  TTeennaanntt  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  

There are certain periods of notice valid for tenants. These are defined in the tenancy 
agreement or in rental law. When signing a lease, it is necessary to pay attention to 
the period of notice. An indefinite lease usually means a period of notice of 3 months. 
Due to the protection of tenants (Mieterschutz), the landlord cannot terminate the 
tenancy agreement without a reason. If a conflict arises with your landlord you should 
seek legal advice: 

• Verbraucherzentrale (consumer office) 
• Mieterbund (tenants’ association) 

For contact details please see. VII. 8. „Social consultation/Legal consultation“.  
 

BBrrooaaddccaassttiinngg  lliicceennssee  ffeeee  ((““RRuunnddffuunnkkbbeeiittrraagg””))  GGEEZZ    

Anyone who rents a flat must also register it with the GEZ. A monthly fee of €18.36 
is then payable to the GEZ. This contribution is used to finance the public television 
channels, radio stations, and online platforms, even if you use neither television nor 
radio. The contribution has to be paid per household and not per person. All relevant 
information on the broadcasting license fee and registration can be found on the 
following webpage: https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/index_ger.html 

FFuurrnniittuurree  
Secondhand furniture can be purchased at the following shops at very reasonable 
prices: 

SSeeccoonnddhhaanndd  FFuurrnniittuurree  SSttoorreess  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

HHeellpp  22000077  ee..VV..  

Mittagstraße 1a, 

Tel.:  +49 (391) 24480634 

Email: info@help2007.de 

www.help2007.de  
 

GGIISSEE  ––  GGeebbrraauucchhttmmööbbeellffuunndduuss  

Karl-Schmidt-Str. 45,  

Tel.: +49 (391) 4095-107 

www.gise-recycling.de  

E-Mail: info@gise-md.de 

AAnn--  &&  VVeerrkkaauuff  aauuss  ZZwweeiitteerr  HHaanndd  

Große Diesdorfer Str. 64 

Tel.: +49 (391) 7314331 

www.auszweiterhand-md.de  

AAnn--  &&  VVeerrkkaauuff  ttiipp--ttoopp  MMööbbeell  

Halberstädter Straße 183 
Tel.: +49 (391) 5619276 

www.tip-topmoebel.de  
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not by the landlord, but directly from local providers (e.g. SWM (Städtische Werke 
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Many advertisements of furniture and furnishings can also be found online (often 
cheaper than at the dealer):  

• www.ebay-kleinanzeigen.de à Magdeburg 
• Shpock: https://www.shpock.com/de-de 
• IKUS Second Hand Group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/637543657213827 
 
Furthermore, furniture can be bought at big furniture shops: 

LLaarrggee  FFuurrnniittuurree  SSttoorreess  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

HHööffffnneerr  

Am Pfahlberg 8 
www.hoeffner.de 
Mon – Sat 10.00 – 19.00 

IIKKEEAA   
Ebendorfer Chaussee 70 
www.ikea.com 
Mon – Sat 10.00 – 20.00 

PPooccoo  

Wasserkunststraße 11 
www.poco.de 
Mon-Fri 9.30 – 19.00 
Sat 9.30 – 18.00  

SSBB--MMööbbeell  BBoossss  

Saalestraße 8 
moebel-boss.de 
Mon – Fri 10.00 – 19.00 
Sat 10.00 – 18.00 

SSccoonnttoo  

Am Pfahlberg 9 
www.sconto.de 
Mon – Sat 10.00 – 20.00 

RRoolllleerr  

Olvenstedter Graseweg 
37 
www.roller.de 
Mon – Sat 9.00 – 20.00 

 
DDeelliivveerryy  aanndd  TTrraannssppoorrtt  ooff  FFuurrnniittuurree  

Most furniture shops also deliver. Delivery costs usually are around €50. Renting a car 
or ordering a cargo taxi is much cheaper (from €15). 

• www.teilauto.net 
• Some furniture stores or construction markets rent vans. 

LLaauunnddrryy,,  WWaasshhiinngg  MMaacchhiinneess,,  SSeellff--sseerrvviiccee  LLaauunnddrryy  

You will find the washing machines in the basement in each dormitory on campus. For 
only €2 you can run a washing program. To use the dryer, you need to pay €1.20. 
Payment can be made mostly with the UniCard. You have to bring the necessary de-
tergent with you. 

If you don’t have your own washing machine, launderettes services are are avail-
able. They also provide detergent. Prices for the use of a washing machine differ from 
one launderette to another. Moreover, there are also textile cleaning companies, which 
clean clothes and linens.  
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TTeexxttiillee  CClleeaanniinngg  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

WWaasscchhssaalloonn  PPeettrraa  

Graubestraße 8b 
Tel.: +49 (391) 634 51 35 
https://www.waschsalon-petra-mag-
deburg.de/ 
 

LLeebbeennsshhiillffee  WWäässcchheerreeii  
Leipziger Straße 8c 
https://www.lebenshilfe-md.de/ar-

beit/arbeitsbereiche/#textilpflege 

KKaarruuttzz  TTeexxttiillrreeiinniigguunngg  

Breiter Weg 11 a 

Tel.: +49 (391) 543 09 06 

https://www.stichweh.com/karutz-
textilreinigung-magdeburg/ 

WWäässcchheerreeii  KKllaauuss  BBeerrgg  

Ernst-Lehmann-Str. 17 

Tel.: +49 (391) 563 96 64 

 

22.. PPeerrssoonnaall  LLiiaabbiilliittyy  IInnssuurraannccee  

International graduate students are advised to take out a private liability insurance. 
Wherever you go, you run the risk of damaging something or injuring someone. Traffic 
accidents or minor accidents of pure misfortune happen faster than you think. In case 
of bad luck, it can sometimes get very expensive when you are liable for the damages. 
In such cases, you are lucky if you have a liability insurance policy, which covers the 
resulting costs. The insurance is not particularly expensive and is available from reg-
ular insurance companies. It usually costs between €5 and €10 per month. 

Further information at www.make-it-in-germany.com/en à Living in Germany 
à Money & Insurance à Additional insurances 

GGeerrmmaann  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoommppaanniieess  

AAlllliiaannzz  

Jakobstraße 7a 

Tel.: +49 (391) 5974870 
https://www.allianz.de/ 

DDBBVV  

Gerhart-Hauptmann-Str. 

47 

Tel.: +49 (391) 7331953 

www.dbv.de 

DDeebbeekkaa  

Domplatz 10–11 

Tel.: +49 (391) 56900 

www.debeka.de 

Magdeburg@debeka.de 
HHuukk  2244  ––  OOnnlliinnee--VVeerrssii--

cchheerruunngg  

www.huk24.de 

ÖÖSSAA  VVeerrssiicchheerruunnggeenn  

Am Alten Theater 7 

Tel.: +49 (391) 7367367 

RR  ++  VV  VVeerrssiicchheerruunnggeenn  

Kühn & Ramdohr GbR 

Freiherr-v.-Stein-Str. 13 



Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

41 
 

Many advertisements of furniture and furnishings can also be found online (often 
cheaper than at the dealer):  

• www.ebay-kleinanzeigen.de à Magdeburg 
• Shpock: https://www.shpock.com/de-de 
• IKUS Second Hand Group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/637543657213827 
 
Furthermore, furniture can be bought at big furniture shops: 

LLaarrggee  FFuurrnniittuurree  SSttoorreess  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

HHööffffnneerr  

Am Pfahlberg 8 
www.hoeffner.de 
Mon – Sat 10.00 – 19.00 

IIKKEEAA   
Ebendorfer Chaussee 70 
www.ikea.com 
Mon – Sat 10.00 – 20.00 

PPooccoo  

Wasserkunststraße 11 
www.poco.de 
Mon-Fri 9.30 – 19.00 
Sat 9.30 – 18.00  

SSBB--MMööbbeell  BBoossss  

Saalestraße 8 
moebel-boss.de 
Mon – Fri 10.00 – 19.00 
Sat 10.00 – 18.00 

SSccoonnttoo  

Am Pfahlberg 9 
www.sconto.de 
Mon – Sat 10.00 – 20.00 

RRoolllleerr  

Olvenstedter Graseweg 
37 
www.roller.de 
Mon – Sat 9.00 – 20.00 

 
DDeelliivveerryy  aanndd  TTrraannssppoorrtt  ooff  FFuurrnniittuurree  

Most furniture shops also deliver. Delivery costs usually are around €50. Renting a car 
or ordering a cargo taxi is much cheaper (from €15). 

• www.teilauto.net 
• Some furniture stores or construction markets rent vans. 

LLaauunnddrryy,,  WWaasshhiinngg  MMaacchhiinneess,,  SSeellff--sseerrvviiccee  LLaauunnddrryy  

You will find the washing machines in the basement in each dormitory on campus. For 
only €2 you can run a washing program. To use the dryer, you need to pay €1.20. 
Payment can be made mostly with the UniCard. You have to bring the necessary de-
tergent with you. 

If you don’t have your own washing machine, launderettes services are are avail-
able. They also provide detergent. Prices for the use of a washing machine differ from 
one launderette to another. Moreover, there are also textile cleaning companies, which 
clean clothes and linens.  

Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

42 
 

TTeexxttiillee  CClleeaanniinngg  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

WWaasscchhssaalloonn  PPeettrraa  

Graubestraße 8b 
Tel.: +49 (391) 634 51 35 
https://www.waschsalon-petra-mag-
deburg.de/ 
 

LLeebbeennsshhiillffee  WWäässcchheerreeii  
Leipziger Straße 8c 
https://www.lebenshilfe-md.de/ar-

beit/arbeitsbereiche/#textilpflege 

KKaarruuttzz  TTeexxttiillrreeiinniigguunngg  

Breiter Weg 11 a 

Tel.: +49 (391) 543 09 06 

https://www.stichweh.com/karutz-
textilreinigung-magdeburg/ 

WWäässcchheerreeii  KKllaauuss  BBeerrgg  

Ernst-Lehmann-Str. 17 

Tel.: +49 (391) 563 96 64 

 

22.. PPeerrssoonnaall  LLiiaabbiilliittyy  IInnssuurraannccee  

International graduate students are advised to take out a private liability insurance. 
Wherever you go, you run the risk of damaging something or injuring someone. Traffic 
accidents or minor accidents of pure misfortune happen faster than you think. In case 
of bad luck, it can sometimes get very expensive when you are liable for the damages. 
In such cases, you are lucky if you have a liability insurance policy, which covers the 
resulting costs. The insurance is not particularly expensive and is available from reg-
ular insurance companies. It usually costs between €5 and €10 per month. 

Further information at www.make-it-in-germany.com/en à Living in Germany 
à Money & Insurance à Additional insurances 

GGeerrmmaann  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoommppaanniieess  

AAlllliiaannzz  

Jakobstraße 7a 

Tel.: +49 (391) 5974870 
https://www.allianz.de/ 

DDBBVV  

Gerhart-Hauptmann-Str. 

47 

Tel.: +49 (391) 7331953 

www.dbv.de 

DDeebbeekkaa  

Domplatz 10–11 

Tel.: +49 (391) 56900 

www.debeka.de 

Magdeburg@debeka.de 
HHuukk  2244  ––  OOnnlliinnee--VVeerrssii--

cchheerruunngg  

www.huk24.de 

ÖÖSSAA  VVeerrssiicchheerruunnggeenn  

Am Alten Theater 7 

Tel.: +49 (391) 7367367 

RR  ++  VV  VVeerrssiicchheerruunnggeenn  

Kühn & Ramdohr GbR 

Freiherr-v.-Stein-Str. 13 



Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

43 
 

www.oesa.de 

service.magdeburg 
@oesa.de 

Tel.: +49 (391) 7319255 

https://www.ruv.de/vor-
ort/magdeburg/steffen-
ramdohr/ 

33.. GGrroocceerryy  SShhooppppiinngg  

City Carré and Allee Center are two huge shopping malls where you can discover 
numerous shops. City Carré is located at Kantstr. 3 opposite the main station. There 
are clothing shops, a toy shop, a drugstore (“Drogeriemarkt”), a pharmacy, a super-
market etc. Information on the tram lines and departure times to reach City Carré can 
be found on the MVB website. 

Allee Center is situated on the corner of Ernst-Reuter-Allee and Breiter Weg. In-
side, you can find an electronic store, a big pharmacy, a bookstore, countless clothing 
shops and shoe stores etc. Tram lines 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10 go to Allee Center. 

At Breiter Weg, there is also a big department store (Galeria Karstadt), where you 
can find clothing, watches and jewellery, kitchenware, household and electronic 
appliances, books and games as well as sports equipment. Galeria Karstadt can also 
be reached with tram lines 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10. 

Furthermore, the entire Breite Weg (from the opera house to Hasselbachplatz) is 
lined with numerous different shops. In the more remote areas of the city you will find 
even larger shopping centres. These include Florapark and Bördepark. You can find 
more information on the following pages: https://florapark-center.de/, 
https://www.boerdepark.de/. 

GGrroocceerryy  SSttoorreess  CClloossee  ttoo  MMaaiinn  CCaammppuuss::  

AAllddii  
Rogätzer Str. 27 
Mon – Sat: 08.00 – 20.00 

EEddeekkaa  
Breiter Weg 31 
Agnetenstraße 21 
Mon – Sat 7.00 – 20.00 

LLiiddll  
Rogätzer Straße 25 
Mon – Sat: 7.00 – 21.00 

NNPP  
Jakobstr. 13  
Mon – Fri 6.00 – 24.00, Sat 6.00-20.00 
Rogätzer Str. 5 a 
Mon–Fri: 07.00 – 21.00, Sat 7.00-20.00 

    

GGrroocceerryy  SSttoorreess  CClloossee  ttoo  tthhee  CCaammppuuss  ooff  tthhee  FFaaccuullttyy  ooff  MMeeddiicciinnee::  

AAllddii  EEddeekkaa  
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Leipziger Chaussee 23 

Mo – Sa: 08.00 – 20.00 

Semmelweisstraße 13 

Mon – Sat: 07.00 – 20.00 

LLiiddll  

Salbker Str. 2 

Mon – Fri: 07.00 – 21.00 
Sat: 07.00 – 20.00 

RReewwee  

Hopfenbreite 63 

Mon – Fri: 07.00 – 22.00 

Sat: 07.00 – 20.00 

 

44.. PPoossttaall  SSeerrvviiccee,,  TTeelleepphhoonnee,,  aanndd  IInntteerrnneett  

LLeetttteerrss,,  PPaarrcceellss,,  aanndd  PPoossttaaggee  

Postange and shipment costs are regulated according 
to size and weight of letters and parcels. These costs 
are called “Porto”. Postal stamps are available in every 
post office, in vending machines and in some newspaper or tobacco shops (“Lot-
toläden”). There is also the option to download and print them or use write-on codes. 

You must buy stamps or postage for most items sent by the postal services – 
from postcards to parcels. Only the imprint “Postage paid by addressee” (“Porto zahlt 
Empfänger”) means that you can post your letter or parcel without buying postage. 
The costs of a particular letter or package can be found in the fee list, which you can 
get at the post office, or refer to www.deutschepost.de. 

The closest post office near the University is located at Rogätzer Straße 80. The 
nearest post office near the Faculty of Medicine campus is in Salbker Str. 8 - Postfiliale 
Presse Tabak Lotto Kiosk. 

 

TTeelleepphhoonnee  

There are 2 ways to make phone calls in Germany: By using a “landline” (Festnetz) or 
by using a “mobile phone” (Handy). The landline provides the phone line within the 
apartment, which can be used to make phone calls, send or receive a fax or to go on 
the internet. 

In most apartments, a landline connection already exists. To use this connection, 
an account at a telephone company is required. Telephone companies are, for 
instance, Telekom or MDCC.  
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TTeelleeccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  CCoommppaanniieess::  

DDeeuuttsscchhee  TTeelleekkoomm  

Universitätsplatz 10 
Tel.: +49 (391) 5448400 
www.telekom.de 

MMDDCCCC  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg--CCiittyy--CCoomm  GGmmbbHH  

Weitlingstr. 22 
Tel.: +49 (391) 5874444 
www.mdcc.de 

Usually, you will be offered product packages: Internet + Phone + TV (+ Mobile  
Phone). However, it may take up to 2 months until you can actually claim this offer. In 
addition, a contract is required (usually for a minimum of 12 months) in such cases.   

You can look for fares at the following webpages (in German): www.teltarif.de. 

TTeelleepphhoonniinngg  AAbbrrooaadd      

Most telephone calls abroad can be made on your own telephone. First, the digits 00 
must be dialed, then the country code, the local dialing code (without the initial 0) and 
then the telephone number itself. Rates for making call-by-call to countries abroad 
can be found online www.telefontarifrechner.de (in German). 

You can also make calls at low prices worldwide from telephone shops. Further-
more, you may use messenger services. To take advantage of this inexpensive alter-
native, you need a stable high-speed internet connection. 

MMoobbiillee  PPhhoonneess  

Mobile phones are called “Handy” in Germany. There are many vendors that offer 
different prices, phones and conditions. Contracts for the cell phone use cannot be 
terminated at short notice. Many contracts run for 12 or 24 months. To conclude a 
contract, you will often be asked for an ID, bank account details and registration form. 

It is also possible to buy a “prepaid phone card” (available at various phone com-
panies and supermarkets). These phone cards are rechargeable after having purchased 
them at a grocery store, in many tobacco stores or using a bank machine. You pay for 
calls in advance. Making phone calls with prepaid cards is usually more expensive by the 
minute than calls with mobile phones tied to a contract. However, in this case, the 
monthly fee is eliminated. The prepaid card is inserted into a cell phone and activated 
within one day. You can buy a prepaid card at the supermarket easily. There are pro-
viders whose tariffs fees are especially favorable for international calls. 
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IInntteerrnneett  AAcccceessss  

For the first few weeks after your arrival until you are enrolled, you can get a temporary 
internet access (guest access) from the University Computer Center (Universi-
tätsrechenzentrum = URZ). With this access, you can use the wireless campus network 
(with your own laptop or mobile phone). In order to obtain such access, you have to 
present your Passport or personal ID and a letter confirming that you intend to do a 
doctorate at the OVGU (e.g. the invitation of your institution) at the Computer Center. 
More: see VII.5.  

You will receive a student account after enrolment, which entitles you to log on 
to all computers of OVGU. It is also possible to use WiFi. If you are invited as an em-
ployee of OVGU, you can immediately apply for a staff account in URZ.  

“Surf sticks” - mobile routers that are connected via a USB connection to the 
computer – offer an alternative way to get an internet connection - especially for work 
off-campus. You must insert a SIM card into the surf stick, which gives you internet 
access anywhere  mobile network coverage exists: www.surfstick.net (in German). 

55.. PPuubblliicc  TTrraannssppoorrtt  

If you do not use a car or a bike in Magdeburg, the 
best way to get around is by tram or bus. Magde-
burg has a very well developed public transporta-
tion system. Each place in the city can be reached 
by tram or bus run by Magdeburger Verkehrsbetriebe (MVB). Students can use their 
student ID for bus and tram because it is also the semester ticket. 

Further information regarding route network and timetable can be found online 
at the website of Magdeburger Verkehrsbetriebe: www.mvbnet.de (in German). More-
over, you can find the necessary information at www.insa.de. 

66.. WWaassttee  

Due to environmental reasons, it is common in Germany to separate garbage into 
different groups and not to throw all in the same bin. Usually, there are different col-
ored bins for each apartment block and on-campus. Paper and cardboard, glass, 
packaging (“green dot”), food and biodegradable waste (Biomüll) which is processed 
into compost are all collected separately. Finally, there is non-recyclable trash (Rest-
müll) which combines all other types of waste that do not fall into the other categories. 

Disposing waste wrongly will risk a penalty and an increased charge of service. 
Disposal of unsorted (residual waste) and incorrectly sorted waste costs most. 
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TTeelleeccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  CCoommppaanniieess::  
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The waste guide provided by the city administration contains further information 
and can be found here: www.magdeburg.de à Bürger & Stadt à Leben in Magdeburg 
à Umwelt à Abfall à Abfall-ABC (in German) 

GGeenneerraall  RRuulleess  ffoorr  tthhee  SSeeppaarraattiioonn  ooff  WWaassttee  

YYeellllooww  ccoonnttaaiinneerr  
(Gelbe Tonne)  

All recyclable packaging belongs in the recycling bin or yel-

low container: 

• Metal cans 

• Plastic packaging and bags 

• Plastic bottles for detergents and cosmetics 

• Cartons with metal or plastic sheet (e.g. milk and 

juice) 

• Foams from fruit and vegetable containers 

• Styrofoam packaging 
BBlluuee  ccoonnttaaiinneerr 
(Blaue Tonne) 

Paper and cardboard (e.g. newspapers, boxes etc.). 

BBrroowwnn  ccoonnttaaiinneerr 
(Braune Tonne) 

Food waste (“bio garbage”), kitchen waste 

BBllaacckk  ccoonnttaaiinneerr 
(Schwarze Tonne): 

Non-recyclable trash (Restmüll), everything that does not 
qualify for the other containers. 

GGllaassss  ccoonnttaaiinneerr::  Bottles and glasses are brought to large containers that are 
located in every neighborhood. They have to be separated by 
color (white, green, brown) when thrown into the containers. 
Please read the instructions on the containers. By no means, 
throw in any pottery or special purpose glass! 

CCAAUUTTIIOONN!! Many bottles and jars are reusable in Germany and 
you pay a small deposit (Pfand) on buying them. They are marked 
with the sign for returnable bottles. Some bottlesare marked with this 
sign instead of the word “Mehrwegflasche” (returnable bottle) or 
“Pfandflasche” (deposit bottle) or “Pfandglas” (deposit glass). Such 
bottles can be returned to the supermarket (at the vending machine or the employees 
of the supermarket) for a refund of the deposit (money to be paid back). 

Energy saving lamps are an environmental hazard due to heavy metals and toxic 
substances. Therefore, these lamps have to be carefully taken to a collection point 
where the lamps are properly disposed. The collection points can be found e.g. in 
supermarkets. 
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BBuullkkyy  WWaassttee  ((SSppeerrrrmmüüllll))  

Each household in Magdeburg can order a pick-up of bulky waste twice a year at no 
extra charge. It is permitted to register and provide bulk garbage of 2 m³ (including 
electrical appliances and scrap) for each pick-up. All parts that are to be collected 
should be itemized when registering. 

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  BBuullkkyy  WWaassttee  

Telefon +49 (391) 5404688 
Online:  www.magdeburg.de à Bürger & Stadt à Leben in Magdeburg 

à Umwelt à Abfall à Sperrmüllentsorgung (in German) 

The household waste disposal service (Abfallwirtschaftsbetrieb) informs you of 
the collection date by postcard. This will be scheduled 2 to 4 weeks after registration. 
The registered bulky wastemust be placed at the edge of the pavement by 7.15 a.m., 
however, at the earliest on the evening before. Please make sure that no one will be 
impeded or bothered, the road will be clean and a quick pick-up will be possible. Only 
registered waste will be collected. Illegal disposal of waste by other households is 
prohibited and will be prosecuted. 

WWhhaatt  DDooeess  BBuullkkyy  WWaassttee  IInncclluuddee??  

Bulky waste includes all items that do not fit into a 60 liter bin due to size or 
weight such as small pieces of furniture, carpets, floor coverings, lamps, mattresses, 
baby carriages, tricycles etc. 

Scrap metal (e.g. bicycles, slatted frames, scraps like big pots and cookers) and 
household appliances, for instance, washing machines, spin dryers, refrigerators, TV 
sets and electronic scrap like radios, computers, coffee makers, hair dryers and other 
small electronic equipment will be collected as well. 

IItt  ddooeess  NNOOTT  iinncclluuddee motorcycles, automotive parts, car tires, car batteries, heat-
ing systems, pipes, iron girders, windows, doors, garden waste, packaging materials, 
household waste or textiles packed in bags or cartons, construction waste as well as 
items that are larger than 2.20 m x 1.50 m x 0.75 m or heavier than 75 kg. Containers 
with DANGEROUS content do not belong in the garbage! Such parts and materials must 
be brought to the recycling center. More detailed information can be obtained in the 
waste leaflet of the municipal waste disposal service. 
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77.. MMeeaallss  aanndd  CCaatteerriinngg  

On campus, there are several facilities for students to get a meal or to have a snack: 
• Canteen with 2 dining halls (Mensa) on campus, building 27, 
• Cafeteria in building 16, 
• Cafeteria, building 40, Zschokkestr. (Faculty of Humanities, Social Sciences 

and Education (FHW), 
• Café inside university library, building 30, 
• Canteen on the medical campus, house 41. 

Around noon, the main dining hall and the one on the medical campus serve a 
selection of warm meals. In the cafeteria in building 40, warm meals are served during 
the lecture-period of the semester. The remaining cafeterias complete the offers of 
the main cafeterias by providing a wide range of snacks, sandwiches, coffee, cake, 
dairy products, and a lot more. In order to pay for the food in the dining halls or 
cafeterias, you need the UniCard (see V.7.1.), but cash is also accepted. 

88.. LLeeiissuurree  aanndd  SSppoorrttss  

OOnn  CCaammppuuss  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  CCiittyy  

The Big Band as well as the cabaret group “Prolästerrat für 
Studienungelegenheiten” give students and doctoral students the opportunity to be 
culturally active in addition to their studies and PhD projects. 

The university’s Sports Center is open to all students. There are more than 80 
different courses including fitness, ball games, dance courses, health and rehabilita-
tion sports, water sports, martial arts and individual sports. There are small fees for 
all courses. The registration for all regular courses takes palce at the beginning of 
each semester. In order to sign up for the preferred course, you have to get registered 
at the following address: https://www.spoz.ovgu.de/en/ 

Culture on campus: https://www.ovgu.de/Studium/Campus+_+Stadt/Kul-
tur+erleben.html 

LLeeiissuurree  oonn  CCaammppuuss  

BBiigg  BBaanndd  
https://www.facebook.com/ov-
guBigBand/ 
 

KKaabbaarreetttt  ““PPrroolläässtteerrrraatt””  
Claudia Kausmann 
+49 (391) 6716080 
claudia.kausmann@gmail.com 
www.ovgu.de/prolaesterrat 
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SSppoorrttss  CCeenntteerr  
Frau Kerstin Baltzer 
building 27, Entrance East, Room 207 
+49 (391) 675 88 51 
sportzentrum@ovgu.de 
www.spoz.ovgu.de/en/ 

UUnniivveerrssiittäättsscchhoorr  ((UUnniivveerrssiittyy  CChhooiirr))  
Herr Erik Bänecke 
+49 (170) 411 00 90 
mail@unichor-magdeburg.de 
www.unichor-magdeburg.de  

Additional student initiatives and associations are listed here: www.ovgu.de à 
Studium à Campus & Stadt à Studentische Initiativen (only in German). 

There is a wide range of cultural activities in Magdeburg. Theaters, galleries, cin-
emas, museums and more. Current events and offers are published here: 

• DDAATTEEss  (only in German)::  https://www.dates-md.de/ 
• SSttaaddtt  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg: www.magdeburg.de à Tourism + Leisure 
• OOttttookkaarr  ((oonnllyy  iinn  GGeerrmmaann))::  https://www.ottokar.info/ (particularly suitable for 

families) 

MMuusseeuummss  
Most museums in Magdeburg are open Tuesday to Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
offer a very rich range of topics: 

• Art Museum Kloster Unser Lieben Frauen: exhibits mostly sculpture of the 
20th century, 

• Moritzplatz Memorial: a memorial for the victims of the regime of 1945-
1989 

• Museum of Culture and History: focuses especially on the history of the city 
and its region, 

• Museum of Technology: illustrates the technological development of last 
centuries in Magdeburg and surroundings. 

• Museum of Natural History: Collection from today's Saxony-Anhalt  
• Otto von Guericke Museum at Lukasklause (Guericke Center): presents the 

life and work of the renowned mayor of Magdeburg 
• Cathedral Museum Ottonianum: Exhibitions on Otto the Great, his wife Edith 

and the research going on in the cathedral 
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TThheeaatteerr  aanndd  OOppeerraa  

The opera house is centrally located and 
easily accessible at Universitätsplatz. It 
offers a wide range of operas, operettas, 
dramas, ballets, philharmonic concerts, and 
contemporary stage performances. There 
are also numerous small events and open air 
performances during the summer. Tickets 
can be booked online: 
https://www.theater-magdeburg.de/ 

Students can purchase a last-minute 
ticket. 10 minutes before the performance starts, you can get the ticket for only €8. 
This applies to operas, operettas, musicals and ballet (premières, guest performances 
and special events are excluded) if the performance is not sold out. 

TThheeaatteerrss  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

OOppeerrnnhhaauuss  
Universitätsplatz 9 
Tel.: +49 (391)404901111  
www.theater-magdeburg.de  
 

SScchhaauussppiieellhhaauuss  
Otto-von-Guericke-Str. 64 
Tel.: +49 (391) 404901212 
www.theater-magdeburg.de  

PPuuppppeenntthheeaatteerr  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  
Warschauer Str. 25 
Tel.: +49 (391) 5403310 
www.puppentheater-magdeburg.de  

TThheeaatteerr  aann  ddeerr  AAnnggeell  
Zollstr. 19 
Tel.: +49 (391) 5556555 
https://theater-an-der-angel.de  
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https://www.cinestar.de/kino-magde-
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Olvenstedter Str. 25A 
Tel.: +49 (171) 317 54 84 
https://oli-kino.de/wp/ 

SSttuuddiiookkiinnoo  
Moritzplatz 1a 
Tel.: +49 (391) 28899965 
http://www.studiokino.com/ 
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CCuullttuurraall  CCeenntteerrss  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

KKuullttuurrzzeennttrruumm  MMoorriittzzhhooff  
((TThheeaatteerr,,  KKiinnoo,,  KKoonnzzeerrttee,,  AAuusssstteelllluunn--
ggeenn))  
Moritzplatz 1 
Tel.: +49 (391) 257 89 32 
Email: info@moritzhof-magdeburg.de 
https://moritzhof-magdeburg.de/ 

KKuullttuurrzzeennttrruumm  FFeeuueerrwwaacchhee  
Halberstädter Straße 140 
Tel.: +49 (391) 60 28 09 
Email: mail@feuerwachemd.de 
https://www.feuerwachemd.de/ 

 

99.. HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  EEmmeerrggeenncciieess  

PPhhyyssiicciiaannss  

Besides general practitioners, there are specialists (eye specialists, dermatologists 
etc.). Usually, you have a general practitioner as family doctor. Theywill refer their 
patients to the relevant specialists. You can go directly to a specialist for certain com-
plaints also. Doctors determine consultation hours (“Sprechstunden”) in which they 
treat their patients. It is advisable to make appointments because the waiting times 
are usually relatively long. In the case of acute pain, however, treatment is also pro-
vided without an appointment. In case you do not have an appointment, best arrive at 
the doctor’s at the beginning of the consultation hours.  

Names and addresses of physicians are listed in the local telephone directory, 
they are classified in “Yellow Pages” according to their specialization. On the internet, 
you can search for a doctor on the following pages (in German): 

• https://arztinfo.kvsa.de/ases-kvsa/ases.jsf 
• https://www.zahnarzt-notdienst.de/ 
• https://www.jameda.de/ 

Furthermore, it is a good idea to get medical checkups at regular intervals. This 
applies to regular medical examinations for infants, to dental care and to preventive 
screenings for men and women from the age of 35 upwards. Doctors, health insurance 
companies and the public health department will inform you of the details. 

EEmmeerrggeennccyy  SSeerrvviicceess  

If urgent medical treatment is needed at night or at the weekend, you can go to the 
emergency service, to a hospital emergency room, or you can call an ambulance or 
call the home visit service, depending on how urgent you need help. 
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• Statutory health insurance on-call service (Kassenärztlicher 
Bereitschaftsdienst): +49 116 117 (https://www.116117.de/de/index.php) 

• Statutory health insurance home visiting service (Kassenärztlicher 
Hausbesuchsdienst): +49 (391) 6216777 (Mo - Do: 18.00 – 07.00 Uhr, Fr - 
Mo: 14.00 – 07.00 Uhr) 

• General emergency telephone numbers for the whole of Germany are:  
111100  ((ppoolliiccee)) or111122  ((ffiirree  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  aanndd  aammbbuullaannccee)). 

You can also visit the emergency practice that is open after regular consultation 
hours. You can reach the Medico-Soziales-Zentrum by taking the trams 3 or 9. Exit at 
stop “Universitätsklinikum”.  

MMeeddiiccoo--SSoozziiaalleess--ZZeennttrruumm  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  
((ggeenneerraall  pprraaccttiittiioonneerr,,  ppeeddiiaattrriicciiaann,,  ooccuulliisstt,,  oottoollaarryynnggoollooggiisstt)) 

Address: Leipziger Straße 44, House 60a 
Phone: +49 (391) 62 79 600 
Office hours: Mon, Tue, Thu: 7.p.m. – 10 p.m. 

Wed, Fri: 2 p.m. – 10 p.m.  
Sat, Sun, holidays: 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

You can find this information and much more assistance online: 
https://www.info-netz-magdeburg.de/ à Hilfen in Notfällen und Krisensituationen 
(in German).  

HHoossppiittaallss  

With the exception of some private clinics, all hospitals are available for insured pa-
tients. Usually, patients are referred to a hospital by a doctor. The health insurance 
companies cover the cost of all persons insured by public health insurance or the 
insurance fund. Privately insured individuals must clarify the cover for the medical 
costs with their private health insurance prior to arrival in the hospital. However, pa-
tients must pay their share of the costs. IInn  aann  eemmeerrggeennccyy, you can also visit a hospital 
emergency room. 

HHoossppiittaallss  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

UUnniivveerrssiittäättsskklliinniikkuumm  ddeerr  OOttttoo--vvoonn--
GGuueerriicckkee--UUnniivveerrssiittäätt  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  
Leipziger Str. 44  
Tel.: +49 (391) 6701 

SSttääddttiisscchheess  KKlliinniikkuumm  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  
KKrraannkkeennhhaauuss  OOllvveennsstteeddtt  
Birkenallee 34 
Tel.: +49 (391) 7910 
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www.med.uni-magdeburg.de/en/ 
 

www.klinikum-magdeburg.de  

KKlliinniikk  SStt..  MMaarriieennssttiifftt  
Harsdorfer Str. 30 
Tel.: +49 (391) 72627 
info@st-marienstift.de 
www.st-marienstift.de  

PPffeeiiffffeerrsscchhee  SSttiiffttuunnggeenn  
Pfeifferstr. 10 
Tel.: +49 (391) 85050 
info@pfeiffersche-stiftungen.de 
www.pfeiffersche-stiftungen.de  

  

CCoo--ppaayymmeenntt  RRuulliinngg  ffoorr  PPeeooppllee  wwiitthh  CCoommppuullssoorryy  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraannccee  

A ccoo--ppaayymmeenntt  ffoorr  pprreessccrriippttiioonn  ddrruuggss  aanndd  ddrreessssiinngg  mmaatteerriiaallss must be made, 
which is 10% of the pric or at least €5 and a maximum of €10 per item. Children up 
to 18 years do not pay any co-payments. 

Examples: The medication costs €10. A co-payment is the minimum of €5. A 
medication costs €75. The additional payment amounts to 10% of the price, namely  
€7.50. A medication costs €120. The additional payment is limited to a maximum of 
€10. 

AAddddiittiioonnaall  ppaayymmeennttss  iinn  hhoossppiittaallss  are €10 per day but limited to 28 days per year. 
Children up to 18 years are exempt from charges. An average hospital stay lasts 9 
days. 

SSeerrvviicceess  TThhaatt  AArree  NNoott  CCoovveerreedd  bbyy  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraannccee  

In principle, nnoonn--pprreessccrriippttiioonn  ddrruuggss are not covered by compulsory health insurance. 
Exceptions: The treatment of serious illnesses when such medication is com-

monly used in therapy. This medication is subject to an additional payment of 10% of 
the price or at least 5€ and not more than €10. At any rate, co-payment will not exceed 
the actual cost of the medication. 

Further exceptions: Prescriptions for children under the age of 12, adolescents 
with developmental disorder. 

In general, health insurances do not cover the costs for ggllaasssseess  aanndd  ccoonnttaacctt  
lleennsseess. But there are occasional exceptions. It pays to ask. 

Exception: Children and adolescents up to age 18 as well as severely visually 
impaired individuals are eligible for benefits from health insurance. 

AAddddiittiioonnaall  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraanncceess  ((TThhee  EExxaammppllee  ooff  DDeennttaall  TTrreeaattmmeenntt))  

In many cases, it is worthwhile to take out additional insurance. To find out whether 
this also applies to you, please ask your treating medical professional. 
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We show an example of supplementary insurance for dental treatment. For den-
tures, costs of several thousands of euros may occur. Your health insurance will only 
cover part of these costs. If you take out a supplementary insurance that costs an 
average of €8-25 monthly, this can cover 30 to 100% of the cost of dentures. Please 
consult your health insurance for further information. 

PPoossssiibbiilliittiieess  ttoo  RReedduuccee  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoossttss  iinn  tthhee  SSttaattuuttoorryy  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraannccee  

11))  HHiigghheerr  ssuubbssiiddyy  bbyy  bboonnuuss  bbooookklleett  ((BBoonnuusshheefftt))  

Take advantage of the opportunity for free dental check-ups at least once a year, 
better still half a year. So your dentist can detect and treat the dental disease as early 
as possible. Costs will be covered by your health insurance provider. 

If you need dentures (inlay, crown, bridge, denture, implant), then your regular 
check-ups will also pay off financially for you. If you can prove dental check-ups for 
the past 5 years, your fixed subsidy increases by 20% (30% at 10 years). 

It is worth bringing a confirmation of regular dental examinations with you from 
your home country, including a certified translation into German, and submitting it to 
your health insurance company.  

Translations can also be made in Germany: https://www.justiz-dol-
metscher.de/Recherche/en/ à Search for translators and interpreters 

22))  FFaammiillyy  IInnssuurraannccee  iinn  tthhee  SSttaattuuttoorryy  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraannccee  

If you get married in Germany or enter the country with your family, not all family 
members have to pay the health insurance contributions. As a rule, only the family 
members that have an income are going to pay the contributions. The other family 
members will have “family insurance”. They enjoy full insurance protection but do not 
pay contributions. 

33))  BBoonnuuss  pprrooggrraamm  

Many health insurance companies offer incentive programs. Ask your health insurance 
provider. 

PPhhaarrmmaacciieess  aanndd  MMeeddiiccaattiioonn  

In Germany, medication can only be bought at pharmacies (“Apotheken”). Most of the 
medication requires a prescription (“Rezept”) from a doctor. These prescription drugs 
need to be written down on the prescription by the doctor. The prescription has to be 
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taken to the pharmacy by the patient. The pharmacist hands out the medication when 
the patient has made the fixed co-payment (see above). 

In Magdeburg, there is always at least one pharmacy open during the day and at 
night (Notdienst). The addresses of the pharmacies that are open on specific days are 
listed in the local newspaper “Volksstimme” under “Apotheken-Notdienst”. In addition, 
each pharmacy always has a sign to tell customers which pharmacy is open on which 
day. Addresses of pharmacies for emergencies can also be obtained online, e.g. at 
www.aponet.de. 

1100.. BBeewwaarree  ooff  NNeewwssppaappeerr  SSuubbssccrriippttiioonnss  aanndd  CCaallllss  

Act with caution if anybody wants to offer or sell something on the street, on campus 
(in front of the library) or there is a door-to-door salesman on your doorstep. Often, 
these people get in the door by pretending that they are conducting a scientific survey 
or work for a social organization. You are asked to sign a sheet of paper. Please, DO 
NOT sign anything on the street or at the door. Mostly, you take out a newspaper 
subscription or a contract with a telephone company (possibly without your 
knowledge) for which you have to pay. Do not sign even if you feel pestered and you 
want to get rid of the person at all costs. 

You should be equally cautious if someone wants to sell something to you on the 
telephone or wants to ask for your personal account or passport data/residence permit 
under a pretext. It is best to hang up immediately. If you have been tricked into buying 
something or entering into a contract, ask for legal advice immediately (see point VII. 
8).  
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VVIIII.. CCoonnttaaccttss  aanndd  SSeerrvviicceess    

11.. GGrraadduuaattee  AAccaaddeemmyy  

The Graduate Academy (OVG GA) is the service facility for all doctoral students, 
junior researchers and their supervisors at OVGU. Under the umbrella of the Graduate 
Academy, services which contribute to the enhancement of the general framework for 
successful PhD projects are combined. Thus, OVG GA offers e.g. advanced training 
courses in scientific work for all kinds of different academic disciplines. Personal 
counselling for problems or questions about the doctorate is also offered by the Grad-
uate Academy coordinator, Dr. Witter. In difficult cases, conflict mediation is offered.  

The website of the Graduate Academy offers numerous helpful links and sugges-
tions, e.g. for finding funding for the your doctoral studies:  

www.grs.ovgu.de/en à Calls & Jobs. 
We highly recommend to subscribe to the newsletter of the Graduate Academy: 

www.grs.ovgu.de/en à Newsletter à Subscription. 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  GGrraadduuaattee  AAccaaddeemmyy  

Address: Graduate Academy 
Wissenschaftshafen | Speicher B 
building 82, room 158-160 
Otto-Hahn-Str. 2 
39106 Magdeburg 

Phone: +49 (391) 67 54 96 8 
Email: graduate.academy@ovgu.de 
Online: www.ga.ovgu.de/grs/en/ 
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22.. IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  OOffffiiccee  

For international appli-
cants, the International 
Office (Akademisches 
Auslandsamt) is an im-
portant place of con-
tact. The staff is happy 
to provide information 
and to answer ques-
tions concerning the 
study and doctoral 
programs such as op-
tions, requirements, 
and applications as 

well as legal and social issues. 
In addition, the International Office organizes the support of international stu-

dents and doctoral students. In this context, assistance is provided by both networks 
for foreign students and PhD students, MIPS (Magdeburg International PhD Students) 
and IKUS (Interkulturelle Studenten). These two initiatives arrange and carry out events 
and excursion, and support students and doctoral students in finding solutions to 
problems.  

If you have questions concerning study programs or doctoral study programs 
and their requirements, admission, social or legal questions, please contact Mrs. Eva 
Böhning (room 150).  

Since the campus of the Faculty of Medicine is located in the south of Magdeburg, 
there is a branch office of the International Office on the medical campus. If you are 
enrolled at the faculty of Medicine and you have questions about the doctoral program, 
please contact Ms. Saskia Schulze. 

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  OOffffiiccee    IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  OOffffiiccee    
((FFaaccuullttyy  ooff  MMeeddiicciinnee))  

building 18, Room 150  
Universitätsplatz 2  
39106 Magdeburg 

building 2, Room 224 
Leipziger Str. 44  
39120 Magdeburg 
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CCoonnssuullttaattiioonn::  
Mrs. Böhning 
+49 (391) 67-58429 
eva.boehning@ovgu.de 
www.ovgu.de à International à Inter-
national Office à Team à K61 à Eva 
Böhning 

 
Ms. Saskia Schulze 
+49 (391) 67 15143 
saskia.schulze@med.ovgu.de 
www.med.uni-magdeburg.de à Zent-
rale Einrichtungen à Akademisches 
Auslandsamt à Kontakt zum Auslands-
amt 

33.. IInniittiiaattiivveess  bbyy  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  SSttuuddeennttss  aanndd  DDooccttoorraall  CCaannddiiddaatteess  

MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  PPhhDD  SSttuuddeennttss  ((MMIIPPSS))  

In order to advance the social and academic integration of 
young scientists at OVGU, there is MIPS, the network for in-
ternational PhD students. MIPS supports and advises PhD stu-
dents and postdocs before, during and after the PhD program. 
In addition, MIPS promotes contact to other like-minded peo-
ple in scientific and personal terms through various activities. 

The program of the network comprises e.g. trips, sports 
events, cultural activities, seminars, and social gatherings. In-
formation on the offers is published on their homepage as 
well as in the Graduate Academy newsletter.  

MIPS is funded by the DAAD – STIBET PhD program with 
resources by the German Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges 
Amt). 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  PPhhDD  SSttuuddeennttss  ((MMIIPPSS))  

Address:  Otto-von-Guericke-Universität Magdeburg 
Graduate Academy 

building 82, room 158  

Otto-Hahn-Str. 2 
39106 Magdeburg 

Phone:  + 49 (391) 6754968 
Email: mips@ovgu.de 
Online: 
Facebook:  

https://www.mips.ovgu.de/en/ 
https://www.facebook.com/MIPSovgu 
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IInntteerrkkuullttuurreellllee  SSttuuddeenntteenn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  ((IIKKUUSS))  

IKUS is a group of students at OVGU which supports international students and guests 
of Magdeburg University. Most IKUS members are volunteers. IKUS helps all foreign 
students to get settled in Magdeburg smoothly. If you have any problems or questions 
with officials and authorities, do not hesitate to contact IKUS.  

In addition to the practical assistance of new students, IKUS also tries to facilitate 
contact between German and foreign students. Therefore, IKUS offers a 
comprehensive program of events. These activities are open to all students. In 
dormitory 9, Walther-Rathenau Str. 19, side entrance, the IKUS run the InterKultiTreff 
(IKT). Many IKUS activities, as well as their office hours, are held there. 

There are regular office hours during the semester. Due to the changing 
timetables of the IKUS members, office hours change every semester. You will find the 
latest office hours online. During the office hours, you can also reach IKUS via 
telephone. During the semester break or you can get help and arrange appointments 
via email. 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  IIKKUUSS  

Address:  InterKultiTreff 
Walther-Rathenau-Straße 19 
39106 Magdeburg 

Phone:  + 49 (391) 6751575 (during office hours only) 
Email: ikus@ovgu.de 
Internet 
Facebook 
Instagram 
 
 
App 

http://www.ikus.ovgu.de/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/406425944242796 
uni_magdeburg https://www.instagram.com/uni_magdeburg 
ovgu_international 
https://www.instagram.com/ovgu_international 
„Welcome to OVGU“ für Android und iOS 

 

44.. LLeeaarrnniinngg  GGeerrmmaann  aanndd  OOtthheerr  LLaanngguuaaggeess  

To start a doctoral project at OVGU you need sufficient knowledge of German 
and English. Necessary knowledge means level B2 of the Common European Frame-
work Program or higher. For many English PhD projects, you need the agreement of 
your supervisor and of Faculty Council. 

More information about the Common European Framework of Reference for Lan-
guages (CERF): www.wikipedia.org. à Common European Framework of Reference 



Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

59 
 

CCoonnssuullttaattiioonn::  
Mrs. Böhning 
+49 (391) 67-58429 
eva.boehning@ovgu.de 
www.ovgu.de à International à Inter-
national Office à Team à K61 à Eva 
Böhning 

 
Ms. Saskia Schulze 
+49 (391) 67 15143 
saskia.schulze@med.ovgu.de 
www.med.uni-magdeburg.de à Zent-
rale Einrichtungen à Akademisches 
Auslandsamt à Kontakt zum Auslands-
amt 

33.. IInniittiiaattiivveess  bbyy  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  SSttuuddeennttss  aanndd  DDooccttoorraall  CCaannddiiddaatteess  

MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  PPhhDD  SSttuuddeennttss  ((MMIIPPSS))  

In order to advance the social and academic integration of 
young scientists at OVGU, there is MIPS, the network for in-
ternational PhD students. MIPS supports and advises PhD stu-
dents and postdocs before, during and after the PhD program. 
In addition, MIPS promotes contact to other like-minded peo-
ple in scientific and personal terms through various activities. 

The program of the network comprises e.g. trips, sports 
events, cultural activities, seminars, and social gatherings. In-
formation on the offers is published on their homepage as 
well as in the Graduate Academy newsletter.  

MIPS is funded by the DAAD – STIBET PhD program with 
resources by the German Federal Foreign Office (Auswärtiges 
Amt). 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  PPhhDD  SSttuuddeennttss  ((MMIIPPSS))  

Address:  Otto-von-Guericke-Universität Magdeburg 
Graduate Academy 

building 82, room 158  

Otto-Hahn-Str. 2 
39106 Magdeburg 

Phone:  + 49 (391) 6754968 
Email: mips@ovgu.de 
Online: 
Facebook:  

https://www.mips.ovgu.de/en/ 
https://www.facebook.com/MIPSovgu 

Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

60 
 

IInntteerrkkuullttuurreellllee  SSttuuddeenntteenn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  ((IIKKUUSS))  

IKUS is a group of students at OVGU which supports international students and guests 
of Magdeburg University. Most IKUS members are volunteers. IKUS helps all foreign 
students to get settled in Magdeburg smoothly. If you have any problems or questions 
with officials and authorities, do not hesitate to contact IKUS.  

In addition to the practical assistance of new students, IKUS also tries to facilitate 
contact between German and foreign students. Therefore, IKUS offers a 
comprehensive program of events. These activities are open to all students. In 
dormitory 9, Walther-Rathenau Str. 19, side entrance, the IKUS run the InterKultiTreff 
(IKT). Many IKUS activities, as well as their office hours, are held there. 

There are regular office hours during the semester. Due to the changing 
timetables of the IKUS members, office hours change every semester. You will find the 
latest office hours online. During the office hours, you can also reach IKUS via 
telephone. During the semester break or you can get help and arrange appointments 
via email. 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  IIKKUUSS  

Address:  InterKultiTreff 
Walther-Rathenau-Straße 19 
39106 Magdeburg 

Phone:  + 49 (391) 6751575 (during office hours only) 
Email: ikus@ovgu.de 
Internet 
Facebook 
Instagram 
 
 
App 

http://www.ikus.ovgu.de/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/406425944242796 
uni_magdeburg https://www.instagram.com/uni_magdeburg 
ovgu_international 
https://www.instagram.com/ovgu_international 
„Welcome to OVGU“ für Android und iOS 

 

44.. LLeeaarrnniinngg  GGeerrmmaann  aanndd  OOtthheerr  LLaanngguuaaggeess  

To start a doctoral project at OVGU you need sufficient knowledge of German 
and English. Necessary knowledge means level B2 of the Common European Frame-
work Program or higher. For many English PhD projects, you need the agreement of 
your supervisor and of Faculty Council. 

More information about the Common European Framework of Reference for Lan-
guages (CERF): www.wikipedia.org. à Common European Framework of Reference 



Doctorate at Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg 

 

61 
 

For a successful doctoral thesis and if you want to stay in Germany afterwards, it 
is very useful to know both languages. It is recommended to start learning German at 
the very beginning of your stay here. 

OOffffeerrss  aatt  OOVVGGUU::  

An overview of all language courses offered at the 
OVGU language center, you will find at 
www.sprz.ovgu.de/en à Language courses. Course 
fees are variable and depend on the number of classes 
provided within one course.  

aa))  LLaanngguuaaggee  ccoouurrsseess  

Especially for the need of international doctoral stu-
dents, free language courses are also held for learning German or other languages. 
These courses are offered on level A1 to C1 and have a range of 2 to 8 hours per week. 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  LLaanngguuaaggee  CCeenntteerr  

Address:  Sprachenzentrum  
Zschokkestr. 32 
building 40C,  
39104 Magdeburg 

Phone:  +49 (391) 67-56516 
Email: sprachenzentrum@ovgu.de 
Online: www.sprz.ovgu.de/en à Language courses à German  

For all language courses, the enrollment takes place online via the SPRZ Moodle 
portal (moodle-n.ovgu.de/sprz) at the beginning of each semester (October and 
April). In order to get registered via the portal, you need an activated university ac-
count. 

bb))  LLaanngguuaaggee  TTaannddeemm  

An excellent possibility to learn a language is tandem learning. In 
a language tandem, 2 native speakers of different languages 
meet, in order to teach their native language to each other. 
Furthermore, you can learn a lot about the culture and home 
country of the other person and may find a new friend. When you 
both meet, time will be shared equally so that both parties benefit 
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from each other. Both partners learn the native language of each other, inform each 
other about contemporary issues and mutually correct their mistakes. 

The OVGU language center connects students interested in a Face-to-Face-Tan-
dem and Email-Tandem. Registration: www.sprz.ovgu.de/en à Tandem à  Registra-
tion. 

Please use the advisory service for tandems, if you have found a language part-
ner. The language center offers introductory classes at the beginning of each semes-
ter. There you will get tips for a well-working language tandem, materials and assis-
tance will be introduced and you can test the method straight away. Maybe you will 
find a tandem partner during this class. EEmmaaiill: tandem@ovgu.de  

OOffffeerrss  aanndd  LLaanngguuaaggee  SScchhoooollss  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg::  

In the Language-Café, organized by the “Auslandsgesellschaft Sachsen-Anhalt e.V.” 
(“Foreign society club”) in “EineWelt Haus” (“OneWorld House”) you can also find tan-
dem partners and practice various languages: https://www.agsa.de/. 

LLaanngguuaaggee  SScchhoooollss  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

UUNNIIKKOOMM  SSpprraacchheenn  &&  SSee--
mmiinnaarree  
https://www.unikom-
md.de/en/ 
 

BBeerrlliittzz::  
https://www.ber-
litz.com/en-de 

VVHHSS  ––  VVoollkksshhoocchhsscchhuullee  
https://www.vhs.magde-
burg.de/ 
 

EEBBGG  --  EEuurrooppääiisscchheess    
BBiilldduunnggsswweerrkk  ffüürr  BBeerruuff  
uunndd  GGeesseellllsscchhaafftt  ggGGmmbbHH  
www.ebg.de à Standorte 
à Sachsen-Anhalt à 
Magdeburg Erwachsenen-
bildungszentrum 

WWiirrttsscchhaaffttss--  uunndd    
SSpprraacchheennsscchhuullee  RR..  
WWeelllliinngg  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  
GGmmbbHH  
https://www.nestor-bil-
dung.de/nestor/nieder-
lassungen/ 
info@welling-magde-
burg.de 

 

Further Information: www.magdeburg.de à Bürger + Stadt à Leben in Magde-
burg à Integration + Migration à Ankommen und Leben à Sprache + Schule + Bil-
dung (only in German) or here: www.ikus.ovgu.de/en à Offer à German Class. 

LLeeaarrnniinngg  LLaanngguuaaggeess  OOnnlliinnee  
The following websites provide information if you want to learn German:  
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• https://www.deutsch-uni.com/en/ 
• https://en.duolingo.com/ 
• https://www.goethe.de/en/index.html 
• https://www.vhs.magdeburg.de/ 
• https://www.dw.com/de – Deutsche Welle –Germany International Broadcas-

ting   
• https://www.deutsch-als-fremdsprache.de/à Diskussionsforen (Find tan-

dem partners, pen pals and chatters who want to improve their German skills 
together) 

• International Tandem Network, University of Bochum: http://www.zfa.ruhr-
uni-bochum.de/ils/szenarien/index.html.de 
 

The following website provide information about learning English online:  
• https://www.englisch-lernen-online.de/ und https://www.englisch-lernen-

im-internet.de/ 
• https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/ 
• https://www.learnenglish.de/und https://learn-english-online.org/ 
• https://www.english-daily.com/ 

 

55.. CCoommppuutteerr  CCeenntteerr  

 Through enrolment, all doctoral students re-
ceive a computer account and an email address. You 
can sign up for the use of an account at the office 
in building 26.1. (Universitätsrechenzentrum) room 
003. You have to bring your student ID card.  

Newly enrolled students can activate their ac-
count online: wext.ovgu.de  

CCoommppuutteerr  CCeenntteerr  

Address:  building 26, Campus Universitätsplatz 
Opening hours: Mon – Fri: 08.00 – 23.00, Sat: 10.00 – 18.00  

Changing opening hours are announced here: 
www.urz.ovgu.de/en à About us à Opening hours 

Phone:  +49 (391) 67-18 888 
Email: it-service@ovgu.de 
Online: www.urz.ovgu.de/en/ 
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The computer center provides numerous services: email, software licenses, in-
ternet access in the student dormitories and courses. Here you can also use computers 
and printers. You can find Detailed information about the various services online: 
www.urz.ovgu.de/en à Our services.    

66.. LLiibbrraarriieess  

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  LLiibbrraarryy  

The University Library (Universitätsbibliothek) is lo-
cated on campus in building 30, close to the canteen. 
As a modern and comfortable facility, the library pro-
vides extensive services to students and scientists. 
Further information about the University Library are 
provided on the homepage: www.ub.ovgu.de/en à  
Service. 

Your student ID card is also the user card for the library. With your first visit to 
the library, you will have to sign up at the information desk by filling out the registra-
tion form. Also, you have to validate your student ID at the orange terminal in order 
to use it as a key card for the lockers. When signing up at the university library you 
have to bring your passport, student ID or certificate of enrolment and your tenancy 
agreement.  

In the evening after 7 p.m., some services are not available anymore. During the 
semester breaks the opening hours might be different. You may find the current open-
ing hours on the homepage: www.ub.ovgu.de/en à About us à Opening hours. 

OVGU employees can use the inter-library loansservice for free (exc. for interna-
tional interlending). 

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  LLiibbrraarryy  

Address:  building 30, Campus Universitätsplatz  
Phone:  +49 (391) 67 58 640 (Secretary)  
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ausleihe@ovgu.de 
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The computer center provides numerous services: email, software licenses, in-
ternet access in the student dormitories and courses. Here you can also use computers 
and printers. You can find Detailed information about the various services online: 
www.urz.ovgu.de/en à Our services.    
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MMeeddiiccaall  CCeennttrraall  LLiibbrraarryy  ((MMeeddiizziinniisscchhee  ZZeennttrraallbbiibblliiootthheekk))  

The medical central library is on the campus of the faculty of medicine at Leipziger 
Str. 44, house 41 

MMeeddiiccaall  CCeennttrraall  LLiibbrraarryy  

Address:  Leipziger Str. 44, building 41 
Phone:  +49 (391) 67 14 300  
Email: mzb@ovgu.de 
Online: www.mzb.ovgu.de/en/ 

For the medical library, you have to register separately. The same rules as for the 
University Library registration apply. During semester break the opening hours might 
differ. You can find the current opening hours online: www.zmb.ovgu.de à Über uns 
à Öffnungszeiten (only in German). 

CCiittyy  LLiibbrraarryy  

CCiittyy  LLiibbrraarriieess  iinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg 

ZZeennttrraallbbiibblliiootthheekk  
Breiter Weg 109 
Tel.: +49 (391) 540 48 84 
stadtbibliothek@magdeburg.de 
Mon – Fri: 10.00 – 19.00;  
Sat: 10.00 – 13.00 

BBiibblliiootthheekk  FFlloorraa--PPaarrkk  
Olvenstedter Graseweg 37 
Tel.: +49 (391) 7219550 
florabibo@web.de 
Mon – Fri: 10.00 – 18.00 
Sat: 10.00 – 16.00 
 

BBiibblliiootthheekk  RReeffoorrmm  
Otto-Baer-Str. 6 
Tel.: +49 (391) 613151 
bibliothek.reform@web.de 
Mon & Fri: 13.00 – 17.00 
Tue: 13.00 – 18.00 
Thu: 10.00 – 12.00 & 13.00 – 18.00 

BBiibblliiootthheekk  SSuuddeennbbuurrgg  
Halberstädter Str. 55 
Tel.: +49 (391) 615084 
bibliothek.sudenburg@web.de 
Mon & Fri: 13.00 – 17.00 
Tue: 13.00 – 18.00 
Thu: 10.00 – 12.00 & 13.00 – 18.00 

The city library (Stadtbibliothek) is a public facility of the city of Magdeburg 
with a diverse range. 

At the main library and the 3 district libraries, about 400,000 books, newspapers, 
magazines, CDs, videos, audio books, cassettes, DVDs, records, scores and maps for 
information, education, entertainment, and recreation are available. 
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Moreover, the city library contains an international library. TThheerree  iiss  aa  wwiiddee  rraannggee  
ooff  mmeeddiiaa  ffoorr  lleeaarrnniinngg  ffoorreeiiggnn  llaanngguuaaggeess. The library is also an important contact point 
for foreign guests who want to read literature in their native language. Further infor-
mation can be found online: https://stadtbibliothek.magdeburg.de/ (only German). 

77.. CChhiillddccaarree  

OVGU is a university that welcomes students and employees with children. Services 
for families provided by the university can be found on the website of the Familienpor-
tal: www.ovgundfamilie.ovgu.de/en. All childcare facilities on campus and nursery of-
fices are listed here: www.ovgundfamilie.ovgu.de/en à Childcare. 

Dr. Lesske is the family representative at OVGU. She supports you regarding all 
issues around compatibility of family, studies and career: loreen.lesske@ovgu.de. 
Also, family representatives at each faculty are there to support you: www.ovgund-
familie.ovgu.de/en/ à Employees with family à Contact 

CCaammppuuss  NNuurrsseerryy  ffoorr  FFlleexxiibbllee  CChhiillddccaarree  

Students and university staff looking for childcare for a short period of time can take 
their child to the campus nursery (CampusKinderzimmer) run by the Student Services (Stu-
dentenwerk). A qualified childcare worker will look after the child for a few hours. For 
students, this service is free and staff members can use it for a small fee. There is a 
Campus nursery on the main campus as well as one on the medical campus. Please 
register here for the nursery: www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en/ à Campus 
childcare à Flexible childcare à Application. 

OOppeenniinngg  hhoouurrss: Mon – Fri 4-9 pm 

CCaammppuussKKiinnddeerrzziimmmmeerr  uunndd  KKiiTTaa  CCaammppuussKKiiddss 

University:  
campus: 

J.-G.-Nathusius-Ring 5 
Wohnheim 7, Erdgeschoss (access via garden) 
39106 Magdeburg 

Campus of MED: Fermersleber Weg 45b 
Wohnheim, Wohnung 101 
39112 Magdeburg 

E-Mail: campuskinderzimmer@studentenwerk-magdeburg.de 
campuskids@studentenwerk-magdeburg.de 

Online: www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en/ à Campus childcare 
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KKiinnddeerrggaarrddeenn  CCaammppuussKKiiddss  ffoorr  rreegguullaarr  CChhiillddccaarree  

The Students Services run a kindergarden with 4 groups and around 50 children since 
2012. Campus children are supplied completely in the daycare center. A cook is rein-
forces the team of the Canteen UniCampus specifically for the daycare center and 
ensures that the menu is particularly varied and healthy. Children from the age of 2 
months to 6 years can be signed up.  

OOppeenniinngg  hhoouurrss:: Mon – Fri: 7 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

KKiinnddeerrggaarrddeenn  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

You can find information about the kindergardens of the city of Magdeburg on 
this website (only German): kitaplatz.magdeburg.de. Furthermore, the Youth Welfare 
Office of Magdeburg provides information: 

CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  YYoouutthh  WWeellffaarree  OOffffiiccee  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

Address: Wilhelm-Höpfner-Ring 4 
39116 Magdeburg 

Phone: +49 (391) 540 3187   
Email: jugendamt@magdeburg.de 
Online: www.magdeburg.de à Bürger + Stadt à Leben in Magdeburg 

à Kinder, Jugend, Familie 
 

88.. SSoocciiaall  aanndd  LLeeggaall  CCoonnssuullttaattiioonn  

SSoocciiaall  CCoouunnsseelliinngg  

The social consultant Ms. MMoonnttooyyaa  MMaarrttiinneezz gives information and guidance concern-
ing public social law. She will help you solve problems with public authorities, financial 
problems or insurance issues. She will also inform students with special needs such 
as pregnant, disabled or ill students about the assistance offered at the university. 
You can ask for free meal vouchers for the cafeteria (Mensa). If needed, she will offer 
assistance for making appointments with other consultants and services or support 
when going to consultations outside the university. 
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SSoocciiaall  CCoouunnsseelliinngg  SSeerrvviiccee  aatt  tthhee  SSttuuddeenntt  SSeerrvviicceess  

Address: Studentenwerk Magdeburg 
Sozial- und Beratungsdienst 
Postfach 4053 
39015 Magdeburg 

For visitors: J.-G.-Nathusius-Ring 5 
Wohnheim 7, Raum 50 

Phone: +49 (391) 6711562 
Email: Sozialer.Beratungsdienst@studentenwerk-magdeburg.de 
Online: www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de à Social Issues and 

Counseling à Social Counseling  
 
 

LLeeggaall  CCoouunnsseelliinngg  

Sometimes, questions or problems can arise which require professional advice from a 
lawyer. The Student Services also provides a qualified contact for such situations. Stu-
dents can consult the attorneys Mr. Normen Pitschke and Mr. VORNAME Lück at the 
advisory center of the Student Services in dormitory 7 (room 51). An appointment in 
advance is not necessary. 

During the semester break (February 1st - March 31th and July 1st  - September 
30th) you can visit Mr. Lück’s office in Leibnitzstraße 9. Please make an appointment 
beforehand: +49 (391) 69 66 88 44. For the consultation, you have to bring your 
student ID and your passport. 

For further legal consultation, you may also contact the Consumer Advice Center 
(Verbraucherzentrale) of Saxony-Anhalt, or consult the tenant association (Mieterver-
ein). 

LLeeggaall  SSeerrvviicceess  aanndd  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  OOnnlliinnee    

• www.bundesjustizamt.de/EN   and especially www.gesetze-im-internet.de/.  
• But also: www.anwalt.de/, https://anwaltauskunft.de, www.arbeitsrecht.de , 
• https://justiz.sachsen-anhalt.de/(only German) 
• https://www.info-netz-magdeburg.de/ 

 

LLeeggaall  CCoouunnsseelliinngg  SSeerrvviicceess  

LLeeggaall  CCoouunnsseelliinngg  aatt  tthhee  SSttuuddeenntt  
SSeerrvviicceess  

J.-G.-Nathusius-Ring 5, Room 51 
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www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en à 
Social Issues and Counseling à Legal Ad-
vice 
consultation for free 

CCoonnssuummeerr  AAddvviiccee  CCeenntteerr    
((VVeerrbbrraauucchheerrzzeennttrraallee))    

Breiter Weg 32 
39104 Magdeburg 
+49 (391) 5 43 99 79 
https://www.verbraucherzentrale-sachsen-
anhalt.de/beratungsstellen/magdeburg 
small fees of €5-15 per consultation 

TTeennaanntt  aassssoocciiaattiioonn      
MMiieetteerrvveerreeiinn  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  uu..UU..ee..VV..  

Otto-v.-Guericke Straße 6 
39104 Magdeburg 
+49 (391) 5 61 91 55/5 41 01 09 
www.mvmd.de 
A yearly fee of ca. €80 needs to be paid in 
order to ask for advice. 

 

PPssyycchhoollooggiiccaall  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  SSttuuddeenntt  CCoouunnsseelliinngg  

In the course of your studies and doctorate, many stressful situations can arise, such 
as feelings of being overwhelmed, low motivation, problems in your relationship, 
fears about exams or the future. The Psychological and Social Student Counseling 
Service (PSB) has an open ear for all these problems. It is open to all students, doc-
toral candidates and university staff in the area of responsibility of the Studenten-
werk and is free of charge and strictly confidential.  

PPssyycchhoo--SSoocciiaall  SSttuuddeenntt  CCoouunnsseelllliinngg  MMaaggddeebbuurrgg  

Contact person:  Mareen Eisenblätter 
Adresse: Campus Otto-von-Guericke-Universität Magdeburg 

building 18, room 204 
Phone: +49 0391/6751553 
Mailadresse mareen.eisenblaetter@studentenwerk-magdeburg.de 
Internet www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en à Soziales & Bera-

tung à Psychosocial Counselling for students  
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99.. SSttuuddeenntt  CCoouunncciill//SSttuuddeenntt  RReepprreesseennttaattiivveess  

The Student Council (Studierendenrat) is the highest student board at OVGU. The 
members of the council are elected by the students and represent all students at 
OVGU. 

The Students Council and the Student Representatives take care of all matters 
concerning living and studying in Magdeburg. This includes the support of student 
initiatives with money or other means and organizing parties and other activities for 
students. The student council has several independent units: www.stura-md.de à 
Team à Referate (only in German). 

SSttuuddeenntt  CCoouunncciill  

Address: building 26 (Entrance to Study Hall 1, take the immediate left 
followed by the door on the right) 

Phone: +49 (391) 6758971 
Email: stura@ovgu.de 
Online: https://stura-md.de/ 

 
Within the faculties, the Student Representatives (Fachschaftsräte) speak for the stu-
dents.  

• Computer Science: https://farafin.de/en/ 
• Economics and Management: www.farawiwi.de  
• Electrical Engineering and Information Technology: www.farafeit.de  
• Humanities, Social Science & Education: fasra-fhw.jimdo.com 
• Mathematics: https://www.faramath.ovgu.de/ 
• Mechanical Engineering: https://www.farafmb.de/ 
• Natural Science: www.farafnw.ovgu.de 
• Process & Systems Engineering: http://www.faravst.ovgu.de 
• Medicine: http://www.fara-med.de/ 

 
In accordance with the new Higher Education Act, representatives of doctoral students 
will also be regularly elected beginning in 2022.   
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www.studentenwerk-magdeburg.de/en à 
Social Issues and Counseling à Legal Ad-
vice 
consultation for free 
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99.. SSttuuddeenntt  CCoouunncciill//SSttuuddeenntt  RReepprreesseennttaattiivveess  
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VVIIIIII.. CCoommpplleettiioonn  ooff  tthhee  DDooccttoorraall  PPrrooggrraamm  

11.. EEnndd  ooff  tthhee  PPhhDD  SSttuuddyy  PPrrooggrraamm//CCaanncceellaattiioonn  ooff  EEnnrroollmmeenntt  

Before leaving the university, a few formal and organizational steps have to be 
taken. 

If you have successfully completed your doctoral degree or if you want to drop 
out of the doctoral program, you have to de-register from the university (Exmatriku-
lation). You can download the form online: www.ovgu.de/en à Study à After Gradu-
ation à Matriculation for Doctoral Candidates. 

All authorities and institutions mentioned in the form have to give their approval 
by signing the document. With the day of de-registration, the residence permit for 
doctoral studies expires. Thus, we recommend visiting the International Office well 
enough in advance of the end of your doctoral project to get advice on the legal con-
sequences.  

If the semester fee for the coming semester has already been paid and de-reg-
istration takes place at the end of the current semester, an application for reimburse-
ment can be deposited with the Studentenwerk Magdeburg. The deadlines for sub-
mitting an application to the Studentenwerk are 30.04. and 31.10. of the year. 

22.. FFiinnddiinngg  aa  JJoobb  iinn  GGeerrmmaannyy  

We recommend to start the application process for a job at least 6 months before 
the ending of the doctoral program. If you plan to stay in Germany after finishing your 
thesis, the following institutions can help you find a job: 

• GGrraadduuaattee  AAccaaddeemmyy: www.grs.ovgu.de/en à Calls & Jobs 
• OOVVGGUU  CCaarreeeerr  SSeerrvviiccee:  www.ovgu.de à Career service 
• EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  OOffffiiccee  ((AAggeennttuurr  ffüürr  AArrbbeeiitt)): https://www.arbeitsagen-

tur.de/en/welcome à Dienststellen vor Ort à PLZ 39106 
 

33.. DDee--rreeggiissttrraattiioonn  aatt  tthhee  CCiittiizzeennss’’  OOffffiiccee  aanndd  FFoorreeiiggnneerrss’’  AAuutthhoorriittyy  

Depending on the reasons for ending your PhD project, you have to take different 
things into consideration. 
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DDrroopp--oouutt  

If you have a residence permit in accordance with § 16b of the Residence Act and 
wish to discontinue your doctoral studies but remain in Germany, you must inform 
the Foreigners Office of your planned activities if possible before de-registration, 
but no later than 2 weeks after de-registration. Reasons for discontinuation can be: 
Change of supervisor and/or university, discontinuation of the doctorate due to tak-
ing up a paid position(work permit according to § 18 b Abs.1) or receipt of the EU 
Blue Card according to § 18b Abs.2). Inform the Foreigners Office by post (for the 
address of the foreigners authority, see chapter V, point 8) about the reason for the 
change or agree on the date of departure, if there is a longer period of time between 
the discontinuation of the doctorate and the departure.  

 

IInn  CCaassee  ooff  aa  SSuucccceessssffuull  CCoommpplleettiioonn    

After the date of your doctoral defense (Verteidigung) will be announced, it is neces-
sary for the further stay to inform the Foreigners Office about your intentions and to 
apply accordingly: 

• AApppplliiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  tteemmppoorraarryy  rreessiiddeennccee  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  sseeeekkiinngg  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  
ppuurrssuuaanntt  ttoo  sseeccttiioonn  §§  2200,,  ssuubbsseeccttiioonn  33,,  ppooiinntt  11..     

• AApppplliiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  ggrraannttiinngg  aa  rreessiiddeennccee  ppeerrmmiitt: as long as a specific job offer is 
available (change to paragraph 18). 

You can apply at the Foreigners Office either by personal interview (most pre-
ferred) or in the written form via email, fax, or letter. Corresponding forms can be 
obtained from the International Office or on the homepage of the city of Magdeburg: 
www.magdeburg.de à Bürger + Stadt à Bürgerservice à Formulardepot à Formu-
lardepot Ausländerangelegenheiten à Antrag befristeter Aufenthalt. 

After the successful defense of the dissertation, the Examination Office and the 
dean’s office issue the doctoral certificate. You then have to submit your obligatory 
copies. You will be informed by email or letter when and where the doctoral certificate 
will be handed over to you. The International Office will notify the Foreigners Office of 
that date. 

If you have applied for the extension or granting of a residence permit only in 
written form, then you will have 44  wweeeekkss to get an interview at the Foreigners Office, 
starting from the day you received the doctoral certificate. Only the Foreigners Office 
in the city of your residence is authorized for this. Within the aforementioned 4 weeks, 
you should also take care of your de-registration if you were enrolled as a student. 
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Provided that you have completed your stay in Germany and you intend to return 
to your home country, you have to inform the relevant Citizens’ Office (BuergerBuero) 
about it. To do this you have to fill out the form “Abmeldung ins Ausland” and get a 
confirmation from your landlord. This can be either done personally 2 or 3 days before 
your departure or by sending it via mail to the Citizens Office. The form „AAbbmmeelldduunngg  
iinnss  AAuussllaanndd“ is available in the Citizens Office or online: www.magdeburg.de à Bür-
gerservice à Formulardepot à Pass- und Meldewesen à Abmeldung ins Ausland. An 
additional notice of departure at the Foreigners Office is not necessary. The Citizens’ 
Office will inform the Foreigners Authority ex officio.  

44.. CCaanncceellllaattiioonn  ooff  TTeennaannccyy  AAggrreeeemmeenntt  

In case you intend to leave Magdeburg, please keep in mind to cancel your tenancy 
agreement on time. The period of notice for a room in the dormitories is two months 
to the end of the month. The period of notice for an apartment on the private market 
is, if not specified otherwise in your contract, 3 months in most cases. The cancellation 
has to be handed in in written form. Example: if you want to cancel your apartment at 
the end of September, the notice of cancellation must be submitted to the landlord 
until June 30 at the latest. 

 

55.. CCaanncceellllaattiioonn  ooff  eelleeccttrriicciittyy,,  wwiiffii  aanndd  bbrrooaaddccaassttiinngg  lliicceennssee  ffeeeess  ((GGEEZZ))  

After the flat has been terminated, you must also give notice to your electricity and 
wifi provider. The usual notice period for electricity is 14 days. However, the notice 
period for the wifi provider is usually 1 month. Please contact your provider in advance 
to find out what the notice period is. 

There is no period of notice for the GEZ. The notice of termination can be con-
veniently submitted using the online form. 

 

66.. CCaanncceellllaattiioonn  ooff  TTeelleeccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  CCoonnttrraaccttss  

Similarly, keep in mind to cancel your mobile phone and wifi contracts on time.  
If you have to end your stay in Germany abruptly and you are moving to a non-

EU country, you have the possibility to cancel your contract earlier. To do so, you have 
to give the provider a written explanation and a confirmation from the Citizens’ Office 
or a confirmation from your new employer. 
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77.. CCaanncceellllaattiioonn  ooff  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraannccee  

After de-registration, OVGU is obliged to inform your health insurance company that 
you have finished your studies. In order to avoid any trouble with the health insurance 
company (supplementary claims of health insurance contributions), we recommend 
you inform the health insurance company yourself. For this purpose, you will need the 
certificate of your de-registration. 

88.. CCaanncceellllaattiioonn  ooff  CCuurrrreenntt  BBaannkk  AAccccoouunntt  

Before your departure to your home country, you should also close your current bank 
account. Often the bank charges you a monthly fee for running the account. If you do 
not close the bank account, fees can sum up and you might have to pay them once 
you re-enter Germany in case you forgot to close the account. 

99.. AAlluummnnii  

We hope that your stay at our university has left you with lasting impressions and that 
you were able to excel in your studies. With all our heart, we wish that the memories 
of your time at OVGU remain vivid. Your experience while staying at our university is 
very important for us. Therefore, we would be pleased to hear from you soon. You will 
find further information about Magdeburg Alumni International and how to become a 
member at www.ovgu.de à Alumni. 
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IIXX.. OOvveerrvviieeww  

EEmmeerrggeennccyy  nnuummbbeerrss  

110 Police 
112 Fire and rescue service 
116 117 Emergency medical service 
116 116 Emergency number for blocking bank ac-

counts/cards 
  

PPuubblliicc  HHoolliiddaayyss  

01. Januar  New Year‘s 
Friday before Easter Sunday Good Friday 
End of April/beginning of May Easter Sunday and Easter Monday 
01. May 
03. October 
25. December 
26. December 
 
There are other public holidays 
that depend on the federal 
states. The following public holi-
days are important for Saxony-
Anhalt: 
 
06.01.                                                   
31.10. 

Labour Day 
German Unity Day 
Christmas Day 
Boxing Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Epiphany 
Reformation Day 
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DDiissccllaaiimmeerr  

This brochure contains links to external websites on whose content the authors 
have no influence. Therefore, the authors are not responsible for any contents linked 
or referred to from this brochure. Websites were checked at the time of the creation 
of this brochure on possible violations of the law. Illegal contents were not recogniza-
ble at this time.  
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